General Education Committee Agenda, 2/27/19                          4:00PM, GBB 202
Call to Order
Members present:  R. Fanning, K. Graham, L. Metcalf, Z. Nelson, D. Parson, G. Peters, J. Randall, A. Ratto-Parks, A. Sala, S. Schwarz, M. Stark
Ex-Officio Present: B. French
Members Absent: A. Akmal, L. Ametsbichler, B. French V. Hopkins, N. Lindsay, P. Haber, P. Muench 

The minutes from 2/20/19 were approved. 
Communication
· Chair Randall will meet with the instructor of the Honors College Ethics course to try to help bring the course into compliance with the criteria. 

· The Open Forum is scheduled in LA 103A/B.  LA 105 and 106 can be used for breakout sessions as well as the main room.  Lite refreshments have been ordered and the date has been entered into campus events.  A flyer was sent to committee members to print and post  and 105 and 106 for breakout sessions

Business Items

· Chair Randall provided outlined possible PowerPoint Slides for the Open forum
.  
1) Charge to the Committee
2) Shared Values: what are our goals for General Education? What should/could it accomplish for our students? 

3) What our current system looks like: strengths/weaknesses

4) What could it look like? Potential models: Core Models vs. Distribution Models; AACU high-impact practices

5) Structure of our Working Model: Skills + Disciplinary Breadth + Interdisciplinary Core

6) Workgroups: Description and Room Assignments

He is planning to talk for approximately 20 minutes, allowing 10 minutes for questions and then an hour for breakout sessions.  He will also develop feedback questions for participants. He hopes to send these out to committee members on Friday for input.  

Professor Sala used the White Board to visualize the current UM Core draft and required credits. 
Freshman Experience                                                        2 ?

Lower division Interdisciplinary requirement               3         

Upper division Interdisciplinary requirement               3

Skills:  Write, Speak, Count, Ethics                                  12

Broad Concepts (informed Citizens):                              12
  Arts & Literature
  History & Culture
  Society & Institutions
  Science & Environment                                                 _____

                                                                        Total              32




The Core is the courses that everyone must take- the freshman experience, the two interdisciplinary courses, and the skills courses.   The freshman experience can be fulfilled in a variety of ways.   The freshman experience will be flexible and may be imbedded in a students’ major, college, or linked to the student’s status in some way (Honors, athlete, and etc.)  Currently 79% of students are getting some type of experience. The experience should cover three components, 1) general navigation, 2) resilience and resources, and 3) connection – build a cohort of students.  The additional content should be based on the needs of the program. 

Departments may need to rethink their curriculum to blend with the new model.  The idea is to get students to take courses outside their major.  The Divisional and Broad Concept courses may coexist.  The MUS Core could be used for the divisional component to provide flexibility and ease of transfer. The ultimate goal is for the model to be holistic.  The messaging will be important. 
The workshop will present the Committees ideas.  The subcommittees should think about questions that would provide the most valuable feedback.  There should be two representatives from each subcommittee to help with the breakout sessions. 
Chair Randall may reach out to some faculty to attend the forum. It would be helpful to have faculty who teach GLI seminars attend.  

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

