ASCRC Writing Committee Meeting 
Monday, December 4th, 10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m., GBB 225

Call to order

The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m.  

Members Present: E. Baucom, S. Brown, J. Dougherty P. Stiehl,  S. Yoshimura
Ex-Officio Members Present: C. Atteberry,  N. Lindsay, E. Wecker
Members Absent/Excused: P. Baur, C. Matina, J. Pavilack A. Ratto-Parks, K. Webster
Guest: V. Hopkins- Admissions Evaluator Supervisor

Approval of the minutes from 11/6/17 was postponed because there was not a quorum of voting members.   
Communication 
· Violet Hopkins, Admissions Evaluator Supervisor was welcomed to the Committee and members introduced themselves. 
Business Items 
· At MSU, students who pass the IB exam English A: Literature are awarded both LIT 110L and WRIT 101.  UM has only been awarding LIT 110 credit. However, last May the Senate passed a motion that would award students the same credit at MSU.  So UM will now award LIT 110L and WRIT 101 credit for the IB exam English A: Literature.
· On the Admissions website, the AP English Literature Placement exam equates to LIT 110. At UM LIT 110 is also an Intermediate Writing Course.  Degree Works currently does not scribe this equivalency.  Although the Writing Committee is not supportive of students missing intermediate writing through transferring a CCN course, out-of-state equivalent course, IB or AP exam equated to LIT 110, it must honor the equivalency status and allow the intermediate writing credit.   The Literature Department has been informed of the CCN issue and the Writing Committee’s concerns.  This decision will be communicated to the Director as well.  Camie will inform the Registrar’s Office of the change needed in Degree works.  [Per discussions with the Director of the Office for Student Success at ASCRC, it may be necessary for the Committee to draft catalog language or provide a policy statement for the advising community.]
· Some high schools are now offering the AP Diploma which includes 4 AP exams of the student’s choosing and a Capstone (AP Seminar and AP Research).  Other universities (Duke, Stanford) give credit for a college- level writing intensive course and admittance to the Honors College with a merit award. The Admissions Office suggests credit for WRIT 201.  The Director of Composition indicated that this was not a good match given the focus of WRIT 201 is on rhetorical reading and writing. The credit should depend on the type of research conducted by the student and will need to be decided on an individual basis. This issue will need to be discussed by ASCRC.  The policy for the full diploma could be similar to the IB language below. 

“The University of Montana will offer a maximum of 30 credits (sophomore equivalent standing) to all incoming students who have received a Diploma with a score of 30 or better, with no individual exam scores lower than four. These credits will normally be distributed as electives, although students who desire credit for specific UM courses, may petition the Admissions Office.”

Associate Provost Lindsay recommends that the ASCRC invite the AP Coordinator to a meeting to discuss the Diploma. 

· The Committee briefly reviewed the 27 credit motion and Catalog Language approved by ASCRC.  It will be on the Senate agenda this week for a vote. 
· Chair Brown worked on a draft communication for instructors to consider placing prerequisites on course descriptions of Intermediate and Advanced Writing courses to facilitate students taking the courses in the appropriate order.  She will send the language to the committee for comments.  Students are frustrated when they have passed an advanced writing course but are required to take WRIT 101 to graduate.   A high percentage of graduation appeals relate to the Writing requirement in some way.   ASCRC will need to decide how departments should request the description changes.  Should they submit an e-curr form or could the changes be made during catalog copy review, or a separate expedited process?  
· The following writing courses were approved.  The complete materials for NRSM 465 were reviewed during the meeting.  The scanned form was missing pages. 
	Course Number
	Course Title
	Action – Advanced Writing

	ANTY 431 
	Ethnographic Field Methods
	New

	PHAR 350
	Introduction to Drug Information
	New

	NRSM 465
	Restoration Ecology
	New

	GRMN 352H
	German Culture: Romanticism to the Present  
	Course change

	ECNS 433  
	Economics of the Environment  
	Removal 


· Professor Ratto-Parks could not be at the meeting, but she sent a message for the Committee to select a date for the Writing Workshop from four dates.  The Committee chose Friday, March 2nd.   The Workshop will be in the same format as last year. 
· Director Wecker recommends the Committee checks-in with instructors teaching intermediate writing courses, she has heard some complaints that they do not have time for revision. 

· Director Webster sent the fully assessable version of the plagiarism chart to members with a reminder that it can be distributed in classes and posted on Moodle pages, but cannot be posted online for public access.    
· The Writing and Public Speaking Center is planning a partnership with the Graduate School and possibly the FDO to create a workshop series for graduate student TAs. The workshop series would focus on teaching and, specifically, on teaching with writing for TAs who read, respond to, and grade papers.  The Center is excited to develop something that interested TAs who don't receive pedagogical support like the WRIT 101 and COMX 111 TAs.  The workshops will have faculty experts around key teaching topics.

· There is no funding to hire behind Maria Mangold, who was advising for English and History.   She was a student resource for writing-related issues.  Students need to know they can go to the Office of Student Success. 
Good and Welfare

· The Committee expressed its support for Professor Ratto-Parks given the recent communications from the Provost’s Office regarding employment status of lecturers. 

adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 p.m.

