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How to Read This Book

This book, aside from being an entertaining story, can also be used as a teaching material. The
dialogue involved introduces new vocabulary and some useful phrases for Blackfoot language
learners to obtain.

Meet Ponoka as he walks around and watches the other animals in his forest. The animals tell
us what they are doing, but they do not see that Ponoka is also watching them.

Enjoy!

~The Blackfoot Language Group at the University of Montana
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| Oki nikso’koaawa
Nitaanikko Ponoka.

Nitayaahsawahkaa.
Aaka’pawaawahkao’pa.
Po’kiiyook!

O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka

Nitainoawa sisttsiwa.
ﬁ‘léiiwaatsiksi? l

“Nitaanikko Sisttsi.
Nitsi’niipitsi.
liksstoyiwa ann66hka.

 Nitdakamsskaipaawani.”




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka
W) aay AR )

et \ “Kitdakotamattsinoohpoaawa!”




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka

A\Okooysskaayaawa.
Afsina'siyaawa.

P




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka

- Nitainoawa kaanaisskiinaawa. l
: Aiknw atsiksi? &

"‘N itaanikko Kddnalsskzmaa

Nitsiiksisttsisskini.”




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka

Nltssksmu pa nltaaksﬂmhpl _':




O’towaawahkao’pa Ponoka

Kité'towaawahkaahpoaéWa. <
Nitsiksiniiyi'taki. '




Ponoka:

Ponoka:

Sisttsi:

Sisttsi:

Ponoka:

Ponoka:

Ksisskstaki (1):

Ksisskstaki (2):

Ksisskstaki (1):

Blackfoot

Oki nikso'koaawa.

Nitadnikko Ponokd. Nitayaahsawahkaa.
Aaka'pawdawahkao'pa.

Po’kiiy66k!

Nitafnoawa sisttsiwa. Aikiiwaatsiksi?
Nitaanikko Sisttsi.

Nitsi'niipitsi. [iksstoyiwa annddhka.
Nitaakamsskaipaawani.

Kitaakotamattsinoohpoaawa.

Oma sisttsiwa aipottaawa.

Nitainoawa ksisskstakiwa. Aikiiwaatsiksi?
Nitaanikko Ksisskstaki.

OKki, tsa niita'piiwa?

liksoka'piiwa. Kiistéwa?
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English

Hello.

[ am called “EIk”. I like to walk.

You and I are going to walk around.
Come with me!

[ see little bird. What is he doing?

My name is little bird.
[ am cold. It is cold now.
[ will fly south.

I'll see you all again!

The little bird is flying.

I see beaver. What is he doing?
My name is beaver.

Hello, how are you?

[ am fine. You?



Ksisskstaki (2):

Ksisskstaki (1):

Ksisskstaki (2):

Ksisskstaki (1):

Ponoka:

Ponoka:

Kaanaisskiinaa:

Kaanaisskiinaa:

Ponoka:

Ponoka:

Blackfoot

liksoka'piiwa. Kitaikihpa.
Nitadkooysskaa.
Kitadaksspommoo.

Aa, iksoka'piiwa.
Adékooysskaayaawa.
Aisina'siyaawa.

Nitainoawa kaanaisskiinaawa.
Aikiiwaatsiksi?

Nitaanikko Kddnaisskiinaa.
Nitsiiksisttsisskini.
Nitssksinii'pa nitaaksikiihpi;
nitaakopamotsi.

Tsaaa!( kiddyaaw!)
Oma kaanaisskiinaawa aotsimma!

Kit6'towaawahkaahpoaawa.
Nitsiksiniiyi'taki.
Kitdakotamattsinoohpoaawa.
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English

['m fine. What are you doing?

[ am building a house.
[ will help you.
Yes, that is good.

They are building a house.
They are busy.

[ see mouse.
What is he doing?

[ am mouse.
[ am troubled.

[ know;
I'll swim across.

Wow! [kiddyaaw! (women)]
The mouse is swimming!

You walked beside me.
[ am grateful.
Good bye!
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