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The Matrix

A Comparison of International Wilderness Laws

Peter Landres!, Brad Barr?, and Cyril E. Kormos?

Summary

he following matrix provides a comparison of wilderness laws

around the world. This matrix is divided into four parts, each
focusing on a key area of wilderness legislation: the definition of
wilderness; the overall legislative purpose; uses allowed by the legisla-
tion; and administration and management requirements under law. A
more thorough analysis of individual wilderness laws follows in the
ensuing chapters. The purpose of this matrix is to provide a highly
condensed overview of the subject matter and to facilitate quick com-
parisons of the different approaches used in different countries or
states/provinces.

Another important point is that the matrix focuses only on
what is made explicit in the wilderness laws themselves. Thus, where
the statute itself is silent on one of the issues in the matrix, we use the
caption “not identified.”

The matrices are largely self-explanatory, though a few brief
notes are in order. First, the laws used in this exercise are listed in the
first section in the left hand column. The names of the laws are not
repeated in the three subsequent sections. For Australia and Canada,
two countries in which state and provincial law are central given that
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most land is not held by the federal government, we included the
states of New South Wales and South Australia for Australia, and the
provinces of Ontario and Newfoundland and Labrador for Canada.
These are also discussed at greater length in the ensuing case studies.
We did not include state wilderness laws in the United States, as most
wilderness protection occurs at the federal level, and all laws subse-
quent to the Wilderness Act of 1964 specify that the newly designated
wilderness areas will be managed according to the provisions of the
1964 Wilderness Act. We do include the Mission Mountains
Wilderness Area, established by The Confederated Salish and
Kootenai Tribes in Montana, U.S., on their reservation lands, in this
matrix. We have also chosen to include Mexico’s wilderness defini-
tion, even though, as the chapter on Mexico below indicates, the final
modalities for Mexico’s wilderness protection programs have not yet
been finalized.

Finally, two of the columns listed in Matrix D might require
additional clarification. The first is the “Minimum Necessary
Management Tool” column, which refers to a requirement in the
United States, and also used by the Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes, that the least intrusive management tools be used in wilder-
ness area. For example, hand tools such as axes and saws are favored

over mechanical tools.
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