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Last year we distributed a template for a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between local 

National Forest units and local county sheriffs to appropriately direct search and rescue (SAR) 

operations in wilderness.  The template was developed in partnership between Forest Service 

personnel and Western States Sheriffs Association (WSSA) members to facilitate a common 

understanding of the requirements for motorized/mechanized uses in wilderness.  The template is 

also evidence of the commitment between the Forest Service and WSSA to maintain a strong 

partnership surrounding resource protection and public safety.   

 

The template has been well accepted; it has been distributed throughout the Regions and 

individual units managing wilderness, and is incorporated into the resources of the Arthur 

Carhart National Wilderness Training Center.  While the template may not yet have been utilized 

to revise many of the current local agreements already in place, it is the instrument to use and 

will be used if revisions are needed.  It is meant to improve local communication and 

coordination.  Thank you for your support of this important commitment.  Please convey my 

thanks to our wilderness managers for keeping these important local working relationships 

strong.   

 

/s/ Joel D. Holtrop 

JOEL D. HOLTROP 

Deputy Chief for National Forest System 

 

Enclosure 

 

cc:  Western States Sheriffs Association    


