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Dear Montana Model UN Delegates and Advisors:  
 
Welcome to the 60th Annual Montana Model UN (MMUN) High School 
Conference.  Since 1966, students from Montana and surrounding states have 
attended MMUN to represent countries from around the world, debate 
international issues, and develop their skills in research, writing, public speaking, 
and negotiation.    
 
The conference is made possible through the generous support of many people.  
UM students, faculty, and administrators work hard to make the conference a 
peak experience for all participants.   
 
We would especially like to recognize the work of Secretary-General/Internal 
Kynsleigh Gould and Secretary-General/External Hogan O’Donnell. We are also 
grateful to the students in Political Science 337 (Model UN), who are staffing the 
committees. Special thanks to our teaching assistant for Model UN this year, Ana 
Salyards. 
 
The MMUN Conference would not be possible without the financial support of 
our three primary sponsors: UM’s Department of Political Science, Maureen and 
Mike Mansfield Center, and College of Humanities and Social Sciences.  We also 
thank our generous alumni and other sponsors and supporters listed below. 
 
We hope you will enjoy the conference.  Challenge yourself to speak up on 
important international issues.  Talk with UM faculty and students.  Visit our 
library, bookstore, and art galleries.   
 
We are delighted you are here and hope you will consider making the University 
of Montana part of your academic future.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dominic Beccari, Adjunct Professor  
Dr. Karen Ruth Adams, Professor 
 
Department of Political Science 
Montana Model UN Faculty Advisors 



 

3 

 
 

 
Dear Montana Model UN Delegates, 
 
We are honored to serve as the Secretaries-General for the 2025 Montana Model 
UN Conference.   
 
This year, 333 students from 14 Montana and Idaho high schools have registered 
to attend the conference. Together, you are representing 88 of the UN’s 193 
Member States. We hope your experience will be challenging and fun, and we 
look forward to hearing your ideas for solving world problems.   
 
As you debate your committee’s topics, remember to represent your country 
realistically and diplomatically. In addition, as you write and negotiate draft 
resolutions, look for opportunities to collaborate with others. Many of the issues 
debated here will be solved only through sustained cooperation. 
 
If you have any questions about the topics or parliamentary procedure, please ask 
us or your committee staff. Also, feel free to talk with us about our experiences at 
the University of Montana. MMUN is a great way to find out about college life.   
 
Welcome to the UM campus, and good luck in your deliberations! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kynsleigh Gould     Hogan O’Donnell 
Secretary-General/Internal   Secretary-General/External 
UM Sophomore, Mathematics  UM Senior, Political Science & 
    History 
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KEYNOTE SPEECH 
 

JASON BELLINI 
“FRONTLINES AND DEADLINES: A CORRESPONDENT’S GUIDE TO FINDING 

AND TELLING THE WORLD’S TOUGHEST STORIES” 

 
Jason Bellini is Scripps News’ international correspondent and host of its 
flagship, award-winning long-form series “In the Shadows with Jason Bellini.” 

A veteran of CNN, Bloomberg News, and the Wall Street Journal, Jason is known 
for pushing storytelling to the edge — embedding in war zones, tracing the 
collapse of fragile states, and pioneering the use of cutting-edge video 
technologies to capture humanity at its most fragile and fierce. His work has 
become a signature of Scripps News’ global coverage, blending grit, elegance, and 
innovation. 

Jason’s reporting has earned some of journalism’s most respected honors, 
including: David Bloom Award for Excellence in Enterprise Reporting (2024); 
two New York Press Club Awards (2024, 2025); a National Headliner Award 
(2025); and two National Emmy Nominations (2025). 

In honor of MMUN’s 60th anniversary, Jason’s keynote will be presented online 
as a Mansfield Center Dialogue attended by MMUN alumni and UM community 
members. 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 
Monday, November 24 

 

Registration (Lobby, Third Floor, University Center) 
8:00 – 8:30 a.m.  

 
Opening Ceremony (North Ballroom, University Center) 

8:30 – 9:45 Conference Welcome and Introductions  
Secretary General Speeches  
Faculty Advisor Welcome – Dominic Beccari 
Mansfield Center Welcome – Deena Mansour 
Alumni Reflection – Channing Hartelius 
Keynote Speech and Q&A – Jason Bellini 

Break 
9:45 – 10:15 

 

  
Committee Sessions (Committee Rooms, Third Floor, University Center) 

10:15 – 11:45 Session I 
Welcome, Attendance, and Seating  
Staff Introductions  
Parliamentary Procedure Overview  
Parliamentary Procedure Practice  
Speeches on Agenda Order 
Vote to Set the Agenda  
Overview of Conference Schedule 

  
Lunch  

11:45 – 12:55 UM’s Lodge Dining Center has the largest selection and 
best prices for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. See 
map on back cover.  The entrance is on the north 
side of the building.  Pre-paid groups and schools 
paying as a group, please enter together.  
Individual students welcome.   

 
Committee Sessions (Committee Rooms, Third Floor, University Center) 

1:00 – 2:50 Session II 
Attendance and Seating  
Opening Speeches on Topic I  
Caucuses to Begin Drafting and Submitting 

Working Papers on Topic I  
Faculty Guest Speakers (this or next session; 

chairs will adjust break accordingly) 
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2:50 – 3:00 Break and Snack 

 
3:00 – 4:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:30 – 4:40 
 
4:40 – 6:10 

Session III  
Attendance and Seating 
Additional Speeches on Topic I  
Caucuses to Finish Drafting and Submitting 

Working Papers on Topic I and to Build 
Support for Accepted Draft Resolutions 

Opening Speeches on Topic II 
Caucuses to Begin Drafting and Submitting 

Working Papers on Topic II 
 

Break 
 

Session IV  
Attendance and Seating  
Additional Speeches on Topic II  
Caucuses to Continue Drafting Working Papers on 

Topic II  
Additional Speeches on Topic II 
Caucus to Finish Drafting and Accepting Working 

Papers on Topic II and to Build Support 
for Accepted Draft Resolutions 

Reminder:  Trivia Night  
Dinner 
6:10 – 7:15  
 
Trivia Night (University Center) 
7:15 – 8:30  Trivia and Music with the Conference Staff - North 

Ballroom, Third Floor 
 
 
Tuesday, November 25 

 

Committee Sessions (Committee Rooms, Third Floor, University Center) 
9:10 – 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session V  
Attendance and Seating  
Overview of the Day  
Speeches and Moderated Caucuses on Topic I 

Draft Resolutions  
Close Debate/Vote on Topic I 
Student Evaluations of the Conference & Staff 
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Lunch 
11:00 – 12:15 
  

 
Committee Sessions (Committee Rooms, Third Floor, University Center) 

12:20 – 1:30  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:30 – 2:00 
 
 

Session VI 
Attendance and Seating  
Speeches and Moderated Caucuses on Topic II 

Draft Resolutions  
Close Debate/Vote on Topic II 
Selection of Delegates to Give Pro/Con Speeches 

at the Afternoon Plenary for One 
Resolution Passed by the Committee  

Committee Adjournment 
 
Break 

Closing Ceremony (North Ballroom, University Center) 
2:00 – 3:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3:15 – 3:25 
 
3:30 – 4:45 
 

Combined General Assembly Plenary 
(All Countries, Committees, and Delegates) 

Welcome and Attendance  
Security Council Report 
ECOSOC Report  
UNEA Report  
IAEA 
GA-Plenary Votes on: 

GA-1 Resolution 
GA-3 Resolution 

 
Break 
 
Awards Ceremony 

Welcome  
Recognition of All Delegates, Advisors, and Staff 
Delegate Awards 
Position Paper Awards 
Top 25 Senior Awards & UM Scholarships 
Country Awards  
School Awards 
MMUN Staff Awards 
Closing Remarks 

 
4:45 p.m. Adjournment 
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COMMITTEE ROOMS AND TOPICS 
 

General Assembly First Committee (GA-1, UC Ballroom South) 
GA-1 addresses issues of Disarmament and Security.  Topics: 

1. The Relationship between Disarmament and Sustainable Development 
2. The Role of Science and Technology in the Context of International Security and 

Disarmament 
 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC, UC Theatre)  
The ECOSOC coordinates the UN’s economic and social work and serves as the central 
forum to discuss global development goals. Topics: 

1. Unpaid Work, Informal employment, and the Economic Empowerment of 
Women 

2. Strengthening of the Coordination of Emergency Humanitarian Assistance of the 
United Nations 
 

General Assembly Third Committee (GA-3, UC332/333) 
The GA-3 will address Economic and Financial issues. Topics: 

1. Realizing the Rights of Indigenous Peoples through the Implementation of 
UNDRIP 

2. Combatting Racism, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance in the Achievement of 
the SDGs 

 
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA, UC Ballroom North)  
UNEA addresses environmental issues. Topics: 

1. Environmental Sustainability in the Tourism Industry  
2. Addressing Marine Plastic Pollution 

 
Security Council (SC, UC 326/327) 
The Security Council is charged with maintaining international peace and security.  It 
consists of 5 permanent and 10 rotating members.  Topics: 

1. The Situation in Haiti 
2. International Peace and Security and the Use of Artificial Intelligence 

 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA, UC 330/331) 
The IAEA promotes the safe, secure, and peaceful use of nuclear technology and verifies 
that states’ nuclear material is not diverted to weapons. Topics: 

1. Managing Radioactive Waste and Its Disposal 
2. Enhancing Effective National and Global Response Arrangements and 

Capabilities to Minimize the Impacts from Nuclear Radiological Incidents and 
Emergencies  

 
 Background guides are posted on the Montana Model UN website, https://hs.umt.edu/mun/hs-
conference/topic-guides.php  

Dominic.Beccari
Rectangle
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RULES OF PROCEDURE TABLE 
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PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES* 
 
Algeria (Security 

Council) 
Argentina 
Armenia 
Australia (G-20) 
Azerbaijan 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Bhutan 
Brazil (G-20, Security 

Council)  
Burkina Faso 
Cameroon 
Canada (G-20) 
China (Security 

Council, G-20) 
Congo (Republic of 

the) 
Costa Rica  
Côte d'Ivoire 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Denmark (Security 

Council) 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Eritrea 
Ethiopia 
Finland (G-20) 
France (Security 

Council, G-20) 

Gabon  
Ghana (Security 

Council) 
Greece (G-20, 

Security Council) 
Guatemala 
Guyana (Security 

Council) 
Honduras 
India (G-20) 
Indonesia (G-20) 
Iran 
Ireland (G-20, 

Security Council) 
Israel 
Italy (G-20) 
Jamaica 
Japan (G-20) 
Kazakhstan 
Kenya (Security 

Council) 
Liberia 
Luxembourg 
Malaysia 
Marshall Islands 
Mexico (G-20) 
Namibia 
Netherlands 
New Zealand (G-20) 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Norway  

Pakistan (Security 
Council) 

Papua New Guinea 
Poland 
Portugal (G-20) 
Qatar 
Republic of Korea 

(Security Council) 
Russian Federation 

(Security Council, 
G-20) 

Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Somalia (Security 

Council) 
South Africa (G-20) 
Spain 
Sudan 
Thailand 
Turkey (G-20) 
Ukraine 
United Arab Emirates  
United Kingdom 

(Security Council, 
G-20) 

United States of 
America (Security 
Council, G-20) 

Uzbekistan 
Venezuela 
Viet Nam

  

 
**SC indicates a member of the UN Security Council.  G-20 indicates a member of the Group 
of 20.  The G-20 is not a UN committee, but it is useful to know which countries belong.  The 
G-20 accounts for 90% of global gross national product, 80% of world trade, and 2/3 of world 
population. 



 
MONTANA MODEL UN 2025 

 

11 
 

CONFERENCE STAFF 
 

Secretaries General 
Internal- Kynsleigh Gould External- Hogan O’Donnell 

 
Assistant Secretaries’ General 

Internal- Tru Good  External- Ethan Andersch 
 

Director of Operations and Fundraising 
Mason Swenson 

 
High School Liaison 

Alison Blee 
 

General Assembly First Committee 
Chair- Rylin Wilde 

Vice Chair- Neila Lyngholm 
Rapporteur- Aubrey Vanorder 

Experts-Annabelle Davis, Josie Kleman
Ex-Comm- Alison Blee 

 
General Assembly Third Committee 

Chair- Hope Morrison  
Vice Chair- Kion Nordberg 

Rapporteur- Sophia Harron 
Experts- Tom Hellwig, Trevor Lohof

Ex-Comm- Ethan Andersch 
 

Economic and Social Council 
Chair- Maya Graham 

Vice Chair- Elayna Abeyta 
Rapporteur- Baylee Weston-Masters 

Experts- Anna Aklestad, Tess Rosbarsky
Ex-Comm-Mason Swenson 

 
United Nations Environment Assembly 

Chair- Chase O’Brien 
Vice Chair- Tata Herbolich 

 

Rapporteur- Riley Newberry 
Experts- Rachel Ottman, Isaac Fuller, 

Cobain Taylor 
Ex-Comm- Tru Good 

 
United Nations Security Council 

Chair- Aiden Rohn    Rapporteur- Tucker Thorn 
Vice Chair- Heath Voy  Experts- Evyn Kolczak-Hardy, Samuel Konen, 

Morgan Larson 
Ex-Comm- Kynsleigh Gould 

 
International Atomic Energy Agency 

Chair- Gillian Honzel    Rapporteur- Kyle Strid 
Vice Chair- James Nelson  Experts- Stuart Doyle, Reid Falcon, Vana Fortune 

Ex-Comm- Alison Blee 
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FACULTY GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

1:00-1:30 pm  
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) (UC North Ballroom)  
 “Ensuring Sustainable Tourism” 
Dr. Elena Bigart, Research Associate Professor of Society and Conservation and Social 
Scientist and Research Associate, Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research, 
University of Montana 
 
Elena Bigart teaches courses in parks, outdoor recreation, interpretation, and human 
geography. Her career began in Russia developing ecotourism and environmental 
education programs and leading a national training center for protected-area managers. 
Dr. Bigart’s work connects global protected-area practice with Montana’s landscapes to 
help students and partners design more sustainable, inclusive visitor experiences. 
 

1:00-1:30 pm  
General Assembly Third Committee (UC 332/333) 
“Combatting Racism, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance in the Achievement of 
the SDGs” 
Dr. Tobin Shearer, Chair, African American Studies and Professor of History, 
University of Montana 
 
Tobin Miller Shearer’s work explores the intersections of race and religion in the United 
States, including the civil rights movement, interracial congregations, and 
Mennonite/Anabaptist history. He is the author of Daily Demonstrators and Two Weeks 
Every Summer, books that foreground everyday spaces as sites of social change. 
 

1:45-2:15 pm 
Security Council (UC 326/327)  
“International Peace and Security and the Use of Artificial Intelligence” 
Dr. Karen Ruth Adams, Professor of Political Science and Montana Model UN Faculty 
Advisor, University of Montana 
 
Karen Adams teaches and writes about international relations and human, national, 
international, and global security.  She has published articles and chapters on great power 
politics, the strategic effects of military technology, and the causes, conduct, and 
consequences of war.   
 

2:30-3:00 pm 
Economic and Social Council (UC Theater) 
“Strengthening of the Coordination of Emergency Humanitarian Assistance of the 
United Nations” 
Dr. Gillian Glaes, Director, Franke Global Leadership Initiative, University of Montana 
 
Gillian Glaes guides UM’s campus-wide certificate in global leadership and mentors 
students tackling complex societal problems. A historian, her scholarship examines 
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migration, decolonization, political activism, and state surveillance, with a focus on 
France and its post-colonial networks. Dr. Glaes connects academic inquiry to real-world 
leadership, building partnerships that help students translate ideas into public impact. 
 

3:15-3:45 pm 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) (UC 330/331) 
“Enhancing Effective National and Global Response Arrangements and Capabilities 
to Minimize the Impacts from Nuclear Radiological Incidents and Emergencies” 
Dr. Victor White, Program Director, Radiology Technology, Missoula College and 
Adjunct Professor in Public Health and Environmental Studies, University of Montana 
 
Victor White has three decades of experience as a radiographer, manager, and educator in 
clinics and hospitals across the Midwest and West. His teaching and outreach span 
imaging science, radiation safety, environmental health, environmental risk management, 
and nuclear technology. Dr. White collaborates on community-facing projects that 
connect medical imaging and public health. 
  

4:00-4:30 pm 
General Assembly First Committee (Disarmament and Security) (UC South 
Ballroom)  
“The Role of Science and Technology in the Context of International Security and 
Disarmament” 
Dr. Kristin Vekasi, Mansfield Chair of Japanese and Indo-Pacific Affairs and Associate 
Professor, Department of Political Science, UM 

 
Dr. Kristin Vekasi is a political scientist specializing in Northeast Asia.  Her work 
examines how governments and firms manage political risk in global supply chains, 
including cooperation and competition among Japan, China, and the United States over 
raw materials and industries vital to the energy transition. Dr. Vekasi has conducted 
extended research in China, Japan, and South Korea.  She is a member of the Mansfield 
Foundation’s U.S.–Japan Network for the Future, Mansfield–Luce Scholars Network.  
  

 
TRIVIA NIGHT  

Monday evening from 7:15 to 8:30pm in the North Ballroom  
Hosted by the Conference Staff! 

 
Students will begin by playing on school teams that will be allowed to mix mid-
game.  Participants can consult with each other but are not allowed to use their 
phones or laptops or ask their adviser.  We will have 5 categories of questions:  

four on languages, geography, governments, etc. and one on pop culture. 
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PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS & ADVISORS 

  
Big Sky High School 

Missoula, MT 
Melissa Boys & Sari Chabot 

5 countries (18 students) 
Bozeman High School 

Bozeman, MT 
Jason Nagel 

7 countries (25 students) 
Coeur d’Alene Charter Academy 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 
Kevinn Smith 

4 countries (14 students) 
Columbia Falls High School 

Columbia Falls, MT 
Jenny Lovering 

5 countries (19 students) 
Darby High School 

Darby, MT 
Steve Gideon 

4 countries (14 students) 
Flathead High School 

Kalispell, MT 
Scott O’Donnell & Kelli Rosenquist 

12 countries (43 students) 
Gallatin High School 

Bozeman, MT 
Logan Aytes 

11 countries (44 students) 
Glacier High School 

Whitefish, MT 
Beau Wright 

6 countries (20 students) 
Hellgate High School 

Missoula, MT 
Jeff Waniata & Courtney Cristopher  

22 countries (65 students) 
Heritage Academy 

Kalispell, MT 
Susan Wagner & Buffy Lloyd 

5 countries (16 students) 
Jefferson High School 

Boulder, MT 
Fritz Bieler 

3 countries (12 students) 
Sentinel High School 

Missoula, MT 
Jena Burke 

7 countries (25 students) 
Whitehall High School 

Whitehall, MT 
Reese Kidd 

2 countries (8 students) 
Hamilton High School 

Hamilton, MT 
Chad DeLong 

2 countries (8 students) 
 

 Thank you, High School Advisors!   
Your commitment makes MMUN possible.   
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MMUN COLLEGIATE TEAM 
 

 
 
 
The award-winning Montana Model UN (MMUN) Team travels to conferences to 
compete with other collegiate Model UN teams.  Pictured above is the 2025 UM 
collegiate team, which represented Malta at the prestigious National Model UN 
collegiate conference in New York. 
 
In Spring 2026, the MMUN Team will represent Viet Nam at the National Model 
UN Conference.  Team members will tour the UN, attend talks by international 
scholars and policymakers, and attend ceremonies at UN headquarters. 
 
If you enroll at the University of Montana, we encourage you to take Model 
United Nations (Political Science 337).  Students in the class learn about 
diplomacy and the UN, plan and staff the MMUN conference, and compete for 
positions on the traveling team.  We hope to see you there!
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PLEASE JOIN US IN THANKING  
OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 

 
PRIMARY SPONSORS: 

 
University of Montana  

Department of Political Science 
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS: 
 

University of Montana  
President’s Office  

Provost Office 
Davidson Honors College 

 
Alumni and Friends of MMUN  

Louise and Donald Krumm, MMUN Co-Founders 
Contributors to the MMUN Alumni & Friends Account* 

 
 
 
 
 

*To read about our wonderful alumni and make a tax-deductible contribution to 
UM’s Montana Model UN program (UM Foundation Account 27-D),  
please go to the MMUN website,  
https://www.umt.edu/montana-model-united-nations/alumni-friends.php 
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SUPPORTERS: 
 
  

MMUN Participants 
High School Students and Advisors 

UM Students and Advisors 
Keynote Speaker Jason Bellini 

Featured Alumni Channing Hartelius 
Faculty Guest Speakers 

 
 

University of Montana Staff 
Deena Mansour and Peter Baker, Mansfield Center 

Christina Yoshimura, College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Abhishek Chatterjee, Political Science 

Jessica Shaffer, UM Conference & Event Services 
Cristin Zachariasen, UM Catering 

Cary Shimek, UM Marketing & Communications 
Nicholas Potratz, Awards Calculations 

Madeline Schultz, Humanities & Social Sciences 
Karie Hyslop, Humanities & Social Sciences 

Karen Boice, Political Science 
Heather Best, Cate Sundeen, & Kristiana Nelsen, UM Foundation 

 
 

UM and Missoula Services 
UM Conference & Events Services 

Mike and Maureen Mansfield Center 
University Catering Services 

UM Campus Dining  
Mansfield Library 

UM Bookstore 
AlphaGraphics Missoula 

Custom Trophy and Engraving 

Thank you!   
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