
 
WELCOME & AUDITION INFORMATION 

 

Welcome to the UM Jazz Program!  We are excited to have you be a part of the all 
the wonderful experiences provided by one of the most vibrant jazz programs in 
the Northwest. The UM Jazz Program has 3 Big Bands along with 6 Small Groups 
so there is a place for you no matter what level or experience. Give it a Try! 
 
Some of the 2026-27 opportunities include the UM/Buddy DeFranco Jazz Festival, 
amazing guest artists including the Count Basie pianist, Holiday Swing with Brad 
Leali, the UM Jazz Artist Series, Small Group Performances, Recordings and a 
potential summer trip to EUROPE! This along with many more exciting concerts 
and experiences throughout the year. 
 
Please sign up for Jazz Placement outside Room 111 BEFORE AUGUST 22. If you 
need a hard copy of the placement materials, please go online to print or you can 
contact me at Robert.tapper@umontana.edu  
 
There is a REQUIRED meeting for ALL Jazz Participants on MONDAY, AUGUST 24TH 
@12:00pm in MB Room 1 to answer questions and discuss the year! PLEASE SIGN 
UP FOR YOUR SMALL GROUPS & BIG BANDS OUTSIDE OF ROOM 111 ASAP! 
 
If you have any questions about auditions, the program or the School of Music, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. Here we go! 
 
Looking forward, 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob Tapper - UM Director of Jazz Studies 
Robert.tapper@umontana.edu 
509.280.2284 
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