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Dear Friends,  
 
Welcome to the 45TH annual UM Buddy DeFranco Jazz Festival! Thank 
you so much for your generosity and continued support of our program 
and jazz education. The UM Jazz Program is thrilled to bring 
professional musicians of this caliber each year to work with our students 
and the many talented middle school, high school and college bands 
visiting our campus. 
 
It is also an honor to recognize the festival founder, Lance Boyd, as well 
as prolific educators in our community, like Bob LedBetter. We are 
grateful to have the opportunity to hear so many groups making music 
together.  It is phenomenal to witness music education at its best. This is 
what it is all about!  
 
Thanks for helping us make it happen and for all your support of the UM 
Jazz Program and what we do for our students, the university and our 
community! 
 
Looking forward, 

Rob Tapper 
Rob Tapper 
Director, UM Jazz Program 
 



 
Festival Artists & Clinicians 

Matt Pivec - Saxophone  
As a performer of jazz and popular music, Matt Pivec has worked with Ray Charles, Aretha 
Franklin, The Temptations, Ana Gasteyer, Dave Rivello, Bob Brookmeyer, Maria Schneider, Julia 
Dollison, Melvin Rhyne, the Buselli-Wallarab Jazz Orchestra, Steve Allee, Ana Gasteyer, The 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, the Rochester 
Philharmonic Pops Orchestra, and the national touring companies of Hairspray, 42nd Street, 
and The Producers. Asa band leader and soloist, Matt has performed at jazz festivals and 
venues throughout the United States.   He has three albums to his credit, Live at Snider 
Hall, Psalm Songs and Time and Direction. Currently, Matt is the Director of Jazz Studies at 
Butler University where he leads the Jazz Ensemble and teaches courses in the jazz studies 
curriculum.  Since his arrival in 2008, Butler ensembles have performed with world-renowned 
guest artists such as Cécile McLorin-Salvant, Sullivan Fortner, John Clayton, Benny Golson, 
Stefon Harris, Maria Schneider, Kurt Elling, Christian McBride, Bobby Sanabria, Donny McCaslin, 
Fred Sturm, Melvin Rhyne, Steve Allee, Ted Poor and the Wee Trio.  Under his direction, in 
2020, the Butler University Jazz Ensemble won the Downbeat Student Music Awards 
Undergraduate Large Ensemble Category. 

Matt received the Doctor of Musical Arts (Saxophone Performance and Literature) and Master 
of Music (Jazz Studies and Contemporary Media) degrees from the Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, New York. While at Eastman, Matt studied with Ramon Ricker.  He performed with 
the Eastman Wind Ensemble, the Eastman Graduate Saxophone Quartet, and served as lead 
alto saxophone of the Eastman Jazz Ensemble. Matt received the Bachelor of Music Education 
degree with honors from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. 

Matt has presented educational clinics and research at the Jazz Education Network Conference, 
the International Association for Jazz Education Conference, the Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic, the Hong Kong Institute of Education, and the Indiana Music Educators Association 
Conference.   His publications have been featured in Teaching Music, Inform, and Jazzed 
magazines. Matt received the Outstanding Collegiate Music Educator award from the Indiana 
Music Education Association. He is also a past president of the Indiana Jazz Education 
Association. 



Ashley Summers – Bass 
Ashley Summers is a Canadian-born, Chicago-based artist whose talents have brought her to 
stages all over the world.  Known for a lyrical style that is punctuated by a sinewy 
impetuousness, Summers's artistic perspective has a striking sincerity that is both invigorating 
and nostalgic.  
  
Summers has brought her "glorious tone that pours forth passion and groove" (Jazzreview.com, 
2010) to the North Sea Jazz Festival, the Umbria Jazz Festival, and Jazz a Vienne.  She has also 
toured venues throughout the US, from concert halls like the Kennedy Center for the Arts to 
Shapeshifter Lab in Brooklyn and the Lilypad in Boston.  In 2017, Summers was named "top of 
the class in new, Canadian Jazz" as one of the top "35 Under 35 Canadian Jazz Artists" by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. 
  
For more than a decade, Summers has been leading her own large and small ensembles in an 
effort to showcase her original music and the extraordinary talent of her peers in Canada, the 
US and Europe.  Her compositional style emphasizes effusive melodies and dynamic harmonies 
derived from a vast range of musical influences.  The result is a compelling narrative that 
chronicles stories of courage, despair, resilience, mysticism and more.  Recently, the title track 
on Summers's 2017 ears&eyes Records release, 'True North', was recognized by the 
International Society for Jazz Arrangers and Composers as the 2017 "Outstanding New Music 
Composition" in the small ensemble category.  The piece was performed by members of the 
Chuck Owen Big Band at ISJAC's annual symposium in Tampa, FL, in May 2017. 
  
In addition to her busy performance schedule, Summers is an in-demand educator.  For several 
years she served as director of IAJE Canada's "Jazzmobile" project, which placed professional 
jazz musicians in Canadian schools to motivate, educate and inspire young musicians.  She also 
frequently serves as an adjudicator, guest artist and clinician at festivals and universities 
throughout Canada and the US, including the annual Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival in 
Moscow.  She has also held interim faculty appointments at the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
Kent State University and Morehead State University. 
  
Although she is a proud Canadian citizen, Summers is thrilled to be in Chicago, IL, where she 
is perpetually developing her own projects and supporting a variety of exciting local and 
international artists in jazz and other genres, both live and in the studio.  In 2016 she debuted a 
new quintet, ‘Ashley Summers’s Raîson d'Être', at The Whistler in Chicago, which features 
longtime collaborators Dustin Laurenzi, Daniel Bruce, Daniel Murphy and Chris Baker. The 
quintet has since performed at the 2017 Toronto and Chicago Jazz Festivals. Summers's long-
awaited debut album as a leader, featuring saxophonist Seamus Blake, was released on March 
24th, 2017, on the ears&eyes Records label. 
 



 Ben Markley – Piano 
 

Ben Markley is a pianist, composer, arranger, author, educator and leader of the Ben Markley 
Big Band, a daring ensemble for their creative takes on beloved modern and contemporary jazz 
classics. Fresh off the heels of Clockwise: The Music of Cedar Walter, Markley tackles his most 
ambitious project creating a big band album featuring the music of drummer Ari Hoenig with 
Hoenig in the drum set chair. The album received great critical acclaim and was selected as a   
4-star rated album of 2022 by DownBeat magazine.  

Markley is active as a composer and arranger with both big band and vocal jazz 
compositions/arrangements published through UNC Jazz Press in addition to his own website. 
Recent arranging commissions include the Kansas City Jazz Orchestra, Jazz Orchestra of 
Philadelphia and the Wyoming Jazz All-State.  In 2023 Markley published the book “Cedar – The 
Life and Music of Cedar Walton (UNT Press).  For this in-depth project, Markley conducted 
more than 75 interviews with friends and family members along with collaborative musicians 
and musicians influenced by Cedar Walton including such luminaries as Jimmy Heath, Benny 
Golson and Ron Carter. This book has become the definitive biography on Walton.  

Markley is an active performer in the Denver-metropolitan area and currently teaches jazz 
piano and serves as Chair of the University of Wyoming Department of Music. 

 

Brian Claxton – Drum Set 
Award-winning drummer, composer, and multi-instrumentalist, Brian Claxton is known for his 
electrifying groove and rhythmic mastery. His diverse background includes touring 
internationally with jazz piano legend Monty Alexander and performing alongside Donny 
McCaslin, Chris Potter, Christian McBride, Dave Douglas, Randy Brecker, Nicholas Payton, and 
many others. An old soul and passionate student of the history of American music, Claxton has 
navigated a career with one foot in the past and one foot in the future, and has a musical voice 
that is as diverse as his performance experience. He has released three records as a co-leader 
and has appeared on over thirty others. Claxton teaches at the University of Northern Colorado, 
and the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. 
 
 
 
 
 



Paul Krueger – Trumpet 
Paul Krueger is a trumpeter, composer, arranger, and educator, and the newly appointed 
Director of Jazz Studies at the University of Oregon School of Music and Dance. He is the 
director of the Oregon Jazz Ensemble and teaches courses in jazz pedagogy and jazz arranging, 
as well as lessons in jazz trumpet, improvisation, and composition/arranging. 
  
A versatile trumpeter and improviser, Krueger has also published numerous works for large jazz 
ensemble. A three-time winner of a Herb Alpert Young Jazz Composer Award, his music for 
large jazz ensemble has been performed internationally by artists such as Steve Wilson, 
Kendrick Scott, and Eric Alexander. He performs frequently in the Pacific Northwest with artists 
such as Joe Manis, Roger Woods, Keith Brown, and more. 
  
Inspired to pursue a career in music education by his parents–both music teachers–Krueger 
brings a wealth of expertise and a dynamic approach to his teaching. Outside of his academic 
commitments, he is dedicated to engaging with students in the community and fostering a love 
for jazz and improvisation among youth and is highly sought-after as a clinician/educator. 
  
Before his appointment at the University of Oregon, Krueger served as trumpet instructor at 
Willamette University and music instructor at Lane Community College. Under his direction, the 
Lane Jazz Ensemble was recognized as the community college winner in the large jazz ensemble 
category of the Downbeat Student Music Awards. Krueger holds a Bachelor of Music Education 
degree from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and a Master of Music degree in Jazz Studies 
from the University of Oregon. 

Jen Krupa – Trombone 
A dynamic force in the jazz world, Jen Krupa is an accomplished performer, educator and 
bandleader. Renowned for exceptional musicians, transformative teacher and dedicated service 
to the jazz community, her influence extends across generations of musicians and audiences 
worldwide.  

Throughout her career, Krupa has shared the state with an extraordinary roster of musicians 
including Branford Marsalis, Chris Potter, Jon Faddis, Bill Watrous, Wycliffe Gordon, Wynton 
Marsalis and Michael Buble to name just a few. As lead trombonist, composer and arranger 
Krupa has had the opportunity to perform and record with the Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks 
Orchestra and the DIVA Jazz Orchestra and has graced venues such as Carnegie Hall, Lincoln 
Center, the Kennedy Center and the Hollywood Bowl.  Krupa is a dedicated educator and 
mentor having conducted clinics, masterclasses and adjudications across the United States 
including at the Midwest Clinic, Jazz Educators Network and International Trombone Festival. 
Krupa attended the University of North Florida, the Julliard School (inaugural jazz class of 2003) 
and the University of Maryland and currently serves as faculty member at the Julliard School. 



Thursday Evening Program 
Dr. Christopher Hahn, Festival Host 

 

Festival All-Stars  
 

High School Best Section Big Band 
 

Larry Gookin Best Trombone Section Award  
Larry Gookin – Professor Emeritus CWU 

 

Bob LedBetter Rhythm Section Award 
Bob LedBetter – UM Professor of Percussion 

 

Outstanding Soloists 
 

Alumni Jazz Band 2012-2024 
 

Big Swing Face 
Comp./Arr. Bill Potts 

 

Watermelon Man 
Herbie Hancock/Arr. Nat Pierce 

 

---Intermission--- 
 

UM Jazz Ensemble I 
 

Featuring Festival Artists  
Paul Krueger, Trumpet 
Matt Pivec, Saxophone 
Brian Claxton, Drum Set 

 
 

 



Friday Evening Program 
Dr. Christopher Hahn, Festival Host 

 

Festival All-Stars  
 

High School Best Section Big Band 
Lance Boyd Best Trombone Section Award  

Lance Boyd – Professor Emeritus UM 
 

Florence Saxophone Section Award 
Brooke & Chuck Florence  

 

Outstanding Soloists 
 

Alumni Jazz Band 1970-1990 
Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds 

Comp./Arr. Mike Barone 
 

Groovin’ Hard 
Comp./Arr. Don Menza 

 

---Intermission--- 
 

UM Alumni Jazz Band 1991-2012 
Time after Time 

Cahn & Styne/Arr. Don Schamber 
 

When You’re Smiling 
Shay, Fisher & Goodwin/Arr. Tom Kubis  

 

UM Jazz Ensemble I 
Featuring Festival Artist 

Jen Krupa, Trombone 
Ben Markley, Piano 



 
JAZZ ENSEMBLE I 

ROB TAPPER - DIRECTOR 
 
SAXOPHONES    TRUMPET 
(A1) Jacob Krieger    (lead) Isaac Woldtvedt 
(A2) Aaron Mamula      (2) Roman Hulsey  
(T1) Sam Haverson    (3) Alek Sweeden  
(T2) Nick Mogensen    (4) Jessica Putnam 
(B) Owen Meador     
 
TROMBONES    RHYTHM SECTION 
(lead) Sean Stineford     George Higgins (p)  
(2) Adam Elkin    Cooper Godfrey (g) 
(3) Cameron Doucette    Owen Cleary (b)  
(b) Kaleb Trippe     Garon Jones (b)  

Simon Hickey (dr/perc)  
Rhett Matthew (dr/perc) 
 

JAZZ BAND II 
ROB TAPPER – DIRECTOR 

 
SAXOPHONES    TRUMPET 
(A1) Lydia Lauzon    Jackson Bautista 
(A2) Janis Jones     Kevin Tarroza 
(T1) Isabelle Bennett   Jacob Nelson 
(T2) Lucas Furhinger   Kendall Boehm 
(Bari) Greyson Buckler   Alex Maroncelli  
 
TROMBONES     RHYTHM SECTION 
Harry Walker     Tony Nguyen (p) 
Halden Raines          Drew Saltzman (g) 
Olivia Martin     Markus Van Tassel (g) 
Liv Dehning     Evan Nesbitt (b) 
Logan Sites     Logan O’Brion (dr/perc) 
      Vinnie Tummarello (dr/perc) 



 

LAB JAZZ BAND III 
SEAN STINEFORD & JACOB KRIEGER – DIRECTORS   

 
SAXOPHONES  SAXOPHONES   TRUMPET 
(A) Isha Vanderbeek (A) Henry Roberts  Doug Higgins  
(A) Atlas Jarrett  (A2) Corman Chandler Quinn Castruita  
(A) Bradley Roscoe  (A) Emma Seitz  Claire Trafton 
(A) Caleb Greenwood (T1) Abigail Binder  CJ Pawlicheck 
(T) Gwen Thompson  (T) Lea Miller   Levi Bruner 
(T) Robert Morrison  (F) Connie Chiu  Markus Van Tassel  
(B) Tali Teso     
 
TROMBONES     RHYTHM SECTION 
Kenny Wright    Will McClean (p) 
Owen Haines    Gabe Hendryx (g) 
Taryn Thompson    Laura Graves (b)   
Deetya Herman    Grayson Gross (dr/perc)    
Kalub Janicke (bass)   Aubrey Cruson (dr/perc) 
       
  



 
SMALL GROUPS  

 
Boyd Small Group – Johan Eriksson, Coach   
*Sean Stineford – trombone 
Aaron Mamula – saxophone 
Sam Haveron - saxophone 
George Higgins – piano 
Owen Cleary - bass  
Simon Hickey – drum set 
 
Blue Note – Jacob Krieger, Coach    
*Owen Meador – saxophone 
Simon Hickey – piano 
Cooper Godfrey - guitar 
Evan Nesbitt - bass 
Logan O’Brion – drum set 
 
Village Vanguard – Sean Stineford, Coach    
Roman Hulsey - trumpet 
Nick Mogensen – saxophone 
*Adam Elkin - trombone 
Kat Machek – piano 
Markus Van Tassel - guitar 
Garon Jones - bass 
Vinnie Tummarello – drum set 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Birdland – Rob Tapper, Coach     
*Alek Sweeden – trumpet  
Cameron Doucette – trombone  
Harry Walker – trombone 
Greyson Buckler - saxophone 
Mark Miller – bass  
Laura Graves – percussion/vibes 
Grayson Gross – drum set 
 
Dizzy’s Club – Johan Eriksson, Coach    
*Janis Jones – saxophone 
Doug Higgins – trumpet 
Isaac Woldveldt – trumpet 
Matthew Aguon – piano 
Ethan Chatwood – guitar 
George Higgins – bass 
Aubrey Cruson – drum set 
 
 

 



 
Participating Groups 2025 

 
Group     Director/Coach 
Big Sky High School    Willi Prince 
Butte High School    Jean Perusch 
C.R. Anderson Middle School   Chris Nevinski 
Centennial Middle School   Lukas Selfridge 
Chase Middle School    Brendan Cessaratto 
Cheney High School I    Josh Wisswell 
Cheney High School II    Sam Schlaich 
Columbia Falls Jr. High School  Ben Caudill 
Corvallis High School    Skyer Genazzi 
CS Porter Middle School Blue   Michelle Schroeder 
CS Porter Middle School Silver  Rory Anderson 
East Helena High School   Cole Bass 
East Valley Middle School   Jon Cantrell 
Ferris High School Jazz Band   Ben Brueggemeier 
Ferris High School Jazz Orchestra  Kyla Fague 
Flathead High School    David Johnke 
Great Falls High School   Lisa Sundquist 
Helena Middle School    Tyson Reiter 
Helena High School/EC Trio   Cody Hollow 
Hellgate High School    Jesse Dochnahl 
Hellgate High School Small Group  Jesse Dochnahl 
Kentlake High School    Brian Akesson 
Kentlake High Schook    Brian Akesson 
Laurel High School    Elliott Cross 
Lewis & Clark High School   Heidi Hanes 
Libby Middle School    Patrick Lewis 
Loyola Sacred Heart     Larysa Blavatsky 
Mead High School I    Rob Lewis 
Mead High School II    Brian Comstock 
Mead High School Small Group  Rob Lewis 
Mercer Island High School III   Ume Lindemeier 
Mercer Island High School II   Kyle Thompson 



Mercer Island High School I    David Bentley 
Mercer Island High School Small Group  David Bentley 
Missoula All-City MS Miles Davis   Rob Tapper 
Missoula All-City Melba Liston   Naomi Siegel 
Missoula All-City Alice Coltrane   Rob Tapper 
Missoula All-City Herbie Hancock   Rob Tapper 
Park High School Jazz Ensemble   Garrett Stannard 
Park High School Combo    Garrett Stannard 
Sentinel High School      Lewis Nelson 
Sentinel High School     Blake Mikkola 
Sleeping Giant Middle School    Nathan Mayhak 
Stevensville High School    Zachary Paulus 
Target Range Middle School    Brendan McGlynn 
Washington Middle School    Jared Supola 
Whitefish Middle School    Mark McCrady 
University of Montana Jazz Band II   Rob Tapper 
University of Montana Lab Jazz Band III  Sean Stineford & Jacob Krieger 
University of Montana Boyd A   Johan Eriksson 
University of Montana Blue Note   Jacob Krieger 
University of Montana Village Vanguard  Sean Stineford 
University of Montana Birdland   Rob Tapper 
University of Montana Dizzy’s Club   Johan Eriksson 



UM BUDDY DEFRANCO - 45 YEARS  
CELEBRATING LANCE 

 

UM 1970-1990  
Jazz Band A 

Lance Boyd, Director 
Groovin’ Hard… Don Menza 

Tumbling Tumbleweeds… Mike Barone 
 

Alto Sax 1  Brian Wittemore   
Alto Sax 1  Kevin Hartse    
Alto Sax 2  Ken Kirkpatrick   
Tenor Sax 1   Dave Stangland   
Tenor Sax 2  John Combs    
Bari Sax  Bob Kampfer   
 
Trumpet 1  Bret Tate    
Trumpet 2  Jeff Stickney   
Trumpet 3   Eric Hutchins   
Trumpet 4  Sam Goodrich   
Trumpet 5   Andrew Goodrich   
 
Trombone 1    Don Gisselbeck   
Trombone 2/4 Ben Ripley    
Trombone 3 Pete Giardino    
Trombone 4/2 Brad Abbott       
 
Piano   Jim Rogers    
Bass   Mike Johns    
Drum Set  Ray Davis    
Drum Set/Perc. Colin Hardy    
 

 



UM 1991-2012      
Jazz Band B 

Lance Boyd, Director 
When You’re Smiling… Arr. Tom Kubis 
Time After Time… Arr. Don Schamber 

 
Alto Sax 1  Kevin Berg    
Alto Sax 2  Jared Supola   
Alto Sax 2  Deb Nelson-Rosbarsky  
Tenor Sax 1  Bob Prince    
Tenor Sax 2  Willi Prince    
Bari Sax  Lewis Nelson   
 
Trumpet    Brendan McGlynn   
Trumpet   Randy Zschaechner  
Trumpet   Jarom Heim    
Trumpet   Parker Bixby   
 
Trombone 1   Aric Schneller   
Trombone 2    Larry Heidel   
Trombone 3  Peter McKenzie   
Trombone 2/3 Kyle Gillett     
Trombone 4 Chris Porter   
 
Piano   Josh Farmer   
Bass   Ryan Davis    
Drum Set/Vibes Sam Mckenzie   
 

 
 
 

 
 



UM 2013-2024  
Jazz Band C 

Rob Tapper, Director 
Watermelon Man… Arr. Nat Pierce 

Big Swing Face… Bill Potts 
 

Sax     Cole Bass 
Sax   Matt Austin 
Tenor Sax   Aidan Robinson 
Tenor Sax   Jolene Green 
Tenor Sax  Becca Speranza 
Bari Sax  Cade Chastain 
 
Trumpet    Chris Vasquez 
Trumpet  Nick Barr 
Trumpet    Gabe Gray 
Trumpet  Skyler Mendell 
Trumpet  Skyler Genazzi 
Trumpet  McKenna Munden 
 
Trombone     Sean Stineford 
Trombone    Josh Hungate 
Trombone  Dylan Bautista 
Trombone     James Standish 
 
Piano   Dylan Bautista 
Piano   Kyle Curtis 
Bass   Connor Racicot 
Guitar  Owen Ross 
Drum Set/Vibes Sam Purvis 
 



UM Jazz Program Advisory Board  
 

Cathy Capps  Heather Adams  Pat Montgomery 
Lewis Nelson  Johan Eriksson  Gary Bowman 
Mary Ann Albee  Terry Conrad  Leslie Wetherbee 
Kathleen Kimble  Ed Wetherbee  Mike Steinberg 
 
 

 
 



 
Special Thank You 

Jennifer Cavanaugh, Associate Dean - College of Arts & Media 
Seth Bodnar, President of the University of Montana  
Adrea Lawrence, Provost of the University of Montana 
Peggy Nesbitt, College of Arts & Media 
Michael Musick, Dean - College of Arts & Media 
Jennifer Cavanaugh, Director – UM School of Music 
James Smart, UM Director of Bands 
Ariah Mann, Program Coordinator of the UM School of Music 
Alison Rinker, Budget Analyst – UM School of Music  
Sean Stineford, Festival Coordinator 
Jacob Krieger, Festival Coordinator  
Sean Stineford, Adam Elkin, Travel Managers  
Skyler Mendell, Festival Consultant 
James Standish, Festival Consultant 
Cooper Godfrey, Rhett Matthew & Owen Cleary, Festival Equipment  
Sam Purvis & Cameron Doucette, Festival Set-up Managers 
Isaac Woldveldt & Garon Jones, Festival Tear-down Managers 
Nick Barr, Artistic Sound Stylings  
Aaron ‘Torg’ Torgerson, Director, Dennison Theatre 
Spencer Perry, Dennison Theatre Manager 
Alek Sweeden & Jessica Putnam, Registration Managers 
Gabe Gray, Head Band Runner 
Harry Walker & Roman Hulsey, Site Managers   
George Higgins & Sam Haveron, Site Managers 
Kaleb Trippe & Nick Mogensen, Site Managers      
Tony Nguyen, Hospitality  
Alek Sweeden & Simon Hickey, Backstage Managers 
John Combs, Alumni Jazz Band Coordinator 



The Festival Awards 
As an addition to the educational aspects of this festival, we have created a way of 
recognizing excellence from the daytime participants by honoring those people who have 
been a driving force in the Montana education field.   
 
This year we will be honoring some very special people. We are excited to present the 
inaugural award in the name of longtime Professor of Percussion, Bob LedBetter. Bob 
has enriched the School of Music university and community, and we are proud to have a 
Rhythm Section Award in his name.  
 
One of our most recent awards is given on behalf of two music education legends Chuck & 
Brooke Florence. Chuck & Brooke have taught hundreds of woodwind students over the 
years and many current music educators.  
 
The award was given for the first time in 2020 on behalf of a music education legend,    
Fred Nelson. Fred left his mark on thousands of musicians over the years and many 
current music educators are former students of this amazing educator. An outstanding 
trumpet section will be recognized as the ‘Fred Nelson Best Trumpet Section’. 
 
An annual award is given on behalf of the festival namesake, Buddy DeFranco. An 
outstanding woodwind soloist will be recognized as the ‘Buddy DeFranco Outstanding 
Soloist’. We are pleased to have the opportunity to name this award after the 
internationally recognized jazz legend, Buddy DeFranco. 
 
Once again, we will be honoring Earl Morgenroth and Lance Boyd. Earl spent his life 
giving to the arts as well as supporting the UM Jazz Festival. Lance Boyd, Director of the UM 
Jazz Program and Professor of Music left a music legacy impacting thousands of students, 
community members and jazz lovers across the Northwest.  
 
We will also recognize pianist Jodi Marshall. For over 60 years, Jodi performed with 
some of the best entertainers in Los Angeles and throughout the country including with 
Capital Records and MGM and we were blessed to have this musical treasure in our 
community. 
 
To say the Missoula community would not be the same without having Don & Pat 
Simmons a part of it would be a profound understatement. We are so fortunate that 
these wonderful Midwestern people came to help make a difference in our community.  
  
A 1971 graduate of the University of Montana, Larry Gookin is considered one of the 
finest wind band conductors in the country. Also, an exceptional trombonist, Larry has 
conducted honor groups throughout the world and his name is synonymous with 
educational integrity, class and exceptionality. We are lucky to call Professor Gookin ‘one of 
ours.’  



 
 

2025 Festival Donors  
 

Bob & Mary Ann Albee 
Linda & Larry Anderson 
Seth & Chelsea Bodnar 

Jess & Bill Bouchee 
Gary Bowman 

John Boyle 
Lance Boyd & Fern Glass 

Mary Ellen Campbell 
Cathy Capps & Tom Rickard 

Nick & Robin Checota 
Ray Davis 

John Dickinson 
Matthew & Angie Doucette 

Michael Duffy 
Royce & Mary Engstrom 

Ronee Francis 
Robert Galliani 

Larry & Karen Gookin 
David Gray 
Scott Guess 

Debbie Hanson 
Jennifer Harper 

Joe Hertig 
Erika Hickey 
Lynne Himes 
Dree Hulsey 

William James 
Gwen Jones 

 
 

Karen Kaley 
Doug Koester 

Patricia Lawrence 
Debra Mathson 

Don & Donna McCammon 
Eric Needles 

Peggy Nesbitt 
Susan Hay Patrick 
John Pennington 
Mark Pershouse 

Elizabeth Putnam 
Chris Richardson 

Tony Rollin 
Dianna Schmid 
Rich Sellman 

Sandy Sheppard 
John Shaffner & Joe Stewart 

Jeff Stickney 
Dale & Carol Stovall 

Geoffrey Sutton 
Rob Tapper & Heather Adams 

Brian Toone 
Leslie & Ed Weatherbee 

Chris Wheeler 
Sarah Wheeler 
Sean Wheeler 
William Wilson 

Lynn Worth 
 

Thank you for your generosity and support! 



THANK YOU TO OUR FESTIVAL SPONSORS 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Fine Dining 
Dining Room Open Daily at 5:30 p.m.  

201 Railroad Street W. 
Missoula, MT 59802 

(406) 728-7007 
 

Thank you for a jazzy dinner! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you! 

https://www.oldsawmilldistrict.com/
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