
January 18, 2023, Wednesday’s first-class day. The class meets twice a week on Mondays & 
Wednesdays from 8:30 to 9:45 am, roughly 70 minutes of language instruction per class. There 
are no books, or homework. The class has 7 students enrolled, none of whom have had any prior 
knowledge of Arapaho. The first 45 minutes of the class was spent explaining the situation of 
Indigenous language loss through North America and how this brought about the development of 
ASLA (Accelerated Second Language Acquisition).  After this how the class would be taught 
through ASLA was explained and what students’ responsibility would be as language learners in 
the class. After all instructions and explanations were given, I used the last 27.5 minutes of 
classroom time to instruct the class. It took less than 15 minutes to teach all 8 students 16 words 
in Arapaho. The next 9-minutes were used to reinforce the 16 words, plus introduce two new words 
along with 4 sentences. Three of the new sentences taught were, a girl is holding a kitten (kitten 
being a new word). A dog is playing with a ball (dog being a new word). And, A man is holding 
a big cat. The last 2.5 minutes were used to teach 7 new sentences. Four of those sentences were: 
Men are running. A baby is sleeping. A rabbit is jumping over a fence. A horse is jumping up 
above the ocean. Class ended at 9:50. In all, 22 words and 17 sentences were learned. The class 
will next meet in another 5 days on Monday, and will be assessed to discover what they have 
retained from today’s lesson. 
 
January 23, 2023, Monday. This is the second day of class, and totaled 50 minutes of language 
instruction. For today I wanted to assess what was retained plus begin introducing them to more 
sentences. I spent roughly 3 minutes per student assessing what they retained. From this I learned 
which students were at the forefront and which students were having difficulty. Generally, at the 
lower end of the learning scale, approximately 75% of what was learned last week was retained. 
After this assessment I began introducing new sentences and spent roughly 3 minutes per student 
as I worked them through the new material, which consisted of 10 more sentences. With these 
sentences I increased the complexity of what they were learning. A few examples of the complex 
sentences learned were: An Indian woman is dancing. An old man is laughing. A man and woman 
are dancing on a parking lot. A man is walking across a road, talking on a cell phone, holding a 
computer (laptop). A man is falling into a pond. With this sentence students learned how to respond 
to the question; Why is the man falling into a pond? The reason given and understood was; 
“because he is reading a paper.” It must be pointed out that no English is given to explain any of 
what students learn in class. After 78 minutes of language instruction students have been exposed 
to 11 verbs; dancing, holding, playing, jumping, sleeping, running, sitting, singing, falling, reading 
and laughing. And have demonstrated that they understand these when used in sentences in 
Arapaho.  
 
January 25, 2023, Wednesday. For this third-class, students received 68 minutes of language 
instruction. I began this class by asking students to say in Arapaho what they knew from the first 
16 words learned. Of the seven in the class 2 knew all 16 words and the other 5 knew how to say 
at least 10 of the 16 words. This class exposed students to several new words, a few of which were, 
rock, foot, soccer ball, football, fishing pole, lake, elephant, fish, frog, bible, bowl, and 17 new 
verbs, drumming, walking, talking, sitting, flying, smoking, swimming, fishing, standing, kicking, 
smoking, reading, praying, rowing, tickling, floating, and chasing. In addition to this, students 
learned to respond to “who” questions as; “who is your mother?”, and why questions, such as: 
“Why is the man fishing?” to this they respond, “Because fish are swimming around in the lake.” 
and, “why is the girl chasing the boy?” to this they learn the response, “Because she loves him.” 



At this point, students have had 2 hours and 25 minutes of language instruction and have been 
exposed to a total of 28 verbs in full sentences, and 34 words. Next week they will receive their 
first examination. 
 
January 30, 2023, Monday class 4. I began with having the first student I called on to say what 
they were able to say in Arapaho. He went through 28 words in Arapaho with relative ease. Next, 
I started hi on the cognition section of students’ cognition exam. The exam consists of 
understanding 25 single words and 25 complete sentences. After several minutes Brendan 
successfully completed 23 of the 25 and 25 sentences. I had two more students review the material 
in preparation for next week’s oral exam. 
Students received 62 minutes of instruction. (Approx. 3.5 hours) 
 
February 1, 2023, Wednesday class 5. There were several guests that came down from the 
Blackfoot reservation to observe the class. Even though most of this class was reviewing language 
learned from earlier classes, there were several new sentences introduced. Some of those were: A 
baby and his mother are smiling. An elephant and baby elephant are walking across a meadow. A 
man is watching television. Children are floating in a swimming pool. A Wolf is chasing Elk. A 
Feather is floating on a lake. A cat is sitting on a rock above a river and city. A doctor is talking 
to a woman. With this class, students received 58 minutes of language instruction. Next week I 
will finish testing the rest of the class. 
 
February 6, 2023, Monday class 6. This was focused on testing students. Students are tested 
orally one at a time and have to demonstrate they understand 25 words and 25 complete 
phrases when said in Arapaho. During the testing I had a thought and called on a student, in 
Arapaho, to stand and told him cihnee’eestoo ceno’ooJack. The student looked at my quizzically. 
I restated it and the student aah, ooh and started doing jumping jacks. The class had never heard 
this said before. I got through most of the class in an hour’s time and will finish the rest of the 
testing on Wednesday. Because this class is testing, I don’t calculate the class as instructional time. 
 
February 8, 2023, Wednesday class 7. I finished all but two students’ oral exams. This took up 
22 minutes of a total class time of 71 minutes. If I were to separate out the actual language 
instruction time used during the class, it would total 45 minutes. During the actual time used for 
language instruction a number of students were able to say in Arapaho 24 of the first 30 words 
learned. In addition to getting more language being said on their own, this exercise also allows me 
to hear how students pronounce Arapaho and focus on getting words and sentences properly 
pronunced. Two students were ill and were not able to finish up their oral exam. All other students 
in the class scored 100% 
 
February 13, 2023, Monday class 8. I started the first student off with cognition because the 
student had missed two classes and had fallen behind the rest of the class. Student was given 
several terms in Arapaho and got stuck on football, but I got the student unstuck by saying ball, 
which the student got right, then football. Next the student was given a bobcat is holding a mouse. 
This took a little time for the student to get correct. After This I moved onto more verb phrases, 
two of which were “a dog is jumping over a metal rod”, and “a horse is jumping up above the 
ocean.” When I said in Arapaho “a rabbit is jumping over a fence” the student thought this was a 
rabbit is running. So, when I said the phrase, a rabbit is running, the student decided this was a 



rabbit is jumping over a fence. This error is what I refer to as tracking. What this means is students 
will track their responses. So, in this case the student focused on the single word for rabbit, instead 
of hearing the full phrase that had jumping over. Furthermore, this shows that the student did not 
fully understand the phrase a dog is jumping over a metal rod, but rather selected for the single 
word for dog, because if the student did comprehend the full sentence, the student would have 
heard that jumping over” was said in both phrases where a dog is jumping over an item and a 
rabbit is jumping over an item. This is something that language instructors must be aware of and 
know how to correct for with learners.  I instructed the next student to say what he was able to say 
in Arapaho. With this exercise I am able to focus on correcting parts of sentences where things are 
not said correctly in Arapaho and fill in sentences that a student cannot complete. The student 
attempted 18 phrases. At this point I decided to make a game of the exercise by allowing a student 
to tag out a student that was not able to say a phrase and then say the phrase correctly. This game 
allows me to see which are the stronger students in the language. The benefit to this is I may be 
able to use them to assist other students with the language. Two students rose to the top with this 
exercise. I next went into a cognition exercise with the class. This class totaled approximately 68 
minutes of language instruction. This is an approximation because an error message showed up on 
the camera and I shut it down. 
 
February 15, 2023, Wednesday class 9. After 8 classes, students have received 6 hours and 20 
minutes of language instruction. Due to my camera’ error I had to switch to a lower quality video 
camera. I warmed students up with a cognitive exercise. This allowed me to see what was retained 
before moving the class onto an independent speech production exercise. The next student said 7 
full phrases in Arapaho. A few of these were, a girl is chasing a boy, a man is swimming, a man is 
reading. After this I moved onto cognition with new phrases, but with each students I had them 
first begin with the saying what they could in Arapaho before switching to cognition of new 
material. At the end of the class I introduced students to the following small vignette, “A man 
standing on a dock watching an eagle fly by above a lake, now is thinking about yesterday when 
he saw an airplane flying above a lake.” This class totaled 72 minutes of language instruction.  
(Students have received 7.5 hours of language instruction up to this class.) 
 
February 20, 2023, Monday President’s Day, class 10. This is a federal holiday in the US so 
classes are not held. Students requested that I hold a class.  As a result of my movie camera having 
stopped working, I filmed this class with my digital camera. I wanted to get students moving 
through language material without spending a lot of time thinking about saying words and 
sentences in Arapaho. I did this by timing how quicky each student could move through a series 
of 21 words and 3 phrases. The first student went through in 2 minutes and 20 seconds. This was 
done with each student. All remaining students were clustered around 2 minutes and 40 seconds, 
give or take 10 seconds. From this I moved them onto saying full sentences, that were also timed. 
This is a good exercise because it students away from always repeating after the teacher, plus they 
begin to realize that they can say a lot more on their own than what they realized. The first two 
students each said 24 full sentences in 2 minutes and 30 seconds. Students received 67 minutes of 
language instruction with this class. 
 
February 22, 2023, Wednesday class 11.  I wanted to stress having the class work more on 
pronouncing Arapaho better. I began with Brendan and had him say 10 words and 14 phrases that 
the class have been learning. Liza followed Brendan through the same 10 words and 14 sentences 



with me pausing her at places to emphasize pronunciation. Had each student do this so I cold get 
an idea where they needed some work and where they were fine. After this I moved the class onto 
saying 24 more complicated sentences. These sentences students had no problem understanding 
when they heard them said. This exercise was to work on get them to say the phrases without 
hearing the mm first. After this exercise I was able to see how much students were able to say on 
their own. At this point the class is demonstrating an ability to say over 40 single words and about 
40 sentences in Arapaho on their own. Students received 56 minutes of language instruction with 
this class.  
 
February 27, 2023, Monday class 12. Students have not been listening to all full sentences when 
being exposed to new material and have bene cueing off of single known words. To get them to 
listen to all that was being said, I said longer sentences that they had to demonstrate they 
understood. By getting them to listen more carefully to all of the sentence will get them to hear 
grammatical features as well as hear how words can combine to form a single word in the language 
such as he3 kooxu3ceno’oot bei’ci3eibes – a dog is jumping over a metal rod; and 3iew 
coo’wou’oot hi3oobe’ hooxu3iew. With this word for bridge, I got them to hear hooxu – to 
cross ]they already know this from hinen honooxuseet booone – a man is walking across a road], 
and 3iew – boat. Students received 65 minutes of language instruction with this class. 
 
March 1, 2023. Wednesday Class 13. This class began with me having students say 11 new 
prepositional sentences in Arapaho. After this I worked with students learning 20 more 
prepositional phrases. Some of the more complex phrases were; man is sitting on the bench that 
horse jumping over, Man is reading a paper sitting on a chair, inside a house in from of 
windows, A man is standing on a boat dock watching an eagle flying by above a lake, a Little 
dog laughs to see a cow jumping over the moon and a bowl and spoon running away. After 
40 minutes, I had students review earlier verb phrases learned. Students were exposed to the 
Arapaho question “what is he doing?” By learning this question I am able to point to anything that 
involves a person doing something and ask, “what is he doing?” Students received 79 minutes of 
language instruction with this class. 
 
March 6, 2023. Monday Class 14. I tried filming with my main video camera today and after 
filming the class, the camera did not process what was filmed. Essentially, with this class I worked 
to get students to expand on what they were able to say in Arapaho on their own. 
 
March 8, 2023. Wednesday Class 15. This class started late, at 9 am, and began with students 
saying the new propositional phrases learned March 1. After 30 minutes of this exercise, I started 
the class learning a poem that rhymed both in Arapaho and also in English when translated. The 
last 4 minutes of class was spent reviewing verb phrases.   Students received 53 minutes of 
language instruction with this class. [Students have received a total 13 hours of language 
instruction up to this class.] 
 
March 13, 2023. Monday. There was no instruction due to students being tested. Got through 
3/4ths of oral exam. This first part of test consisted of students saying 20 words in Arapaho, 20 
full phrases in Arapaho, and a translation drill where I said 10 phrases in Arapaho which they had 
to translate into English. In completing the first half, all students got all 20 words and 20 phrases 
correct.  I should be able to finish the rest of their midterm on Wednesday 



 
March 15, 2023. Wednesday Class 16. Class began at quite late, 9:33 am, due to me talking to 
the class about language revitalization issues. When class started students got to hear some of the 
grammatical forms I spoke of being spoken in Arapaho. Students received 15 minutes of 
language instruction with this class. The university will be on Spring Break until Monday Mar. 27. 
 
March 27, 2023. Monday Class 17. Students have been on spring break and were last in class 
11 days ago and received 15 minutes of instruction. I began with having students say in Arapaho 
prepositional phrases. Almost all students were able to say over 30 propositional sentences with 
minimal assistance. Several of the sentences were; A woman is standing in front of a car; A 
cow is lying on a car; A dog is asleep lying under a car; A woman is in a box; A horse is 
standing under a tree; A man is standing under an airplane; A man is sitting on a bench a 
horse is jumping over; An Indian woman is sitting inside a tepee (some assistance given for 
tepee); Indian men are sitting in a tepee drumming and singing; A man is sitting on a chair 
reading a paper inside a house in front of windows. A second student said additional 
prepositional phrases several of which included, An Indian woman is holding her sleeping baby 
in a cradleboard; Two girls are jumping into water; A mother sitting on the beach is hugging 
her little girl; Wolves are howling at the moon. Several sentences another student said were, 
The sun is setting behind a lion standing on a rock in front of the ocean; A little girl is 
walking between cars; A dog is sitting between a man and woman; Two lions a walking across 
a field. Next I assisted students learning a bit of a children’s rhyme; a little dog is laughing 
watching a cow jump over the moon and a bowl is running away with a spoon. The last 6 
minutes of class were spent working on a rhyme in Arapaho that also rhymes when translated to 
English – Berries and table, plate and bread, I eat cake before I go to bed. Students received 52 
minutes of language instruction. 
 
March 29, 2023. Wednesday Class 18.  I had a guest in class, former student Shay Sullivan, 
who took Arapaho spring 2022.I began with having the students say what they were able to say 
of the Arapaho rhyme. Brendan said the rhyme correctly in Arapaho. The next student had two 
mispronunciations, one was the word for bread, where he added an extra “c” and the second was 
the last word for go to bed. From here I had students say what they were able to say in Arapaho 
of pluralized sentences. Mixed in with these sentences were totally new sentences, such as “a bee 
in flying toward a flower”. Deer are lying under a trampoline. Two men are standing in front of 
two trucks. Horses are racing each other; they are very fast that students learned in Arapaho. 
After this, I moved students onto several new prepositional phrases. In the last 15 minutes of 
class I began teaching students a joke, Don’t Drink the Water” in Arapaho and had Shay from 
last year tell the story first. Students did pretty good for their first lesson. Students received 75 
minutes of language instruction with this class. 
 
March 31, 2023. Friday.  One of the students in the Arapaho language class is a first language 
speaker of Russian. I had asked her to teach Shay and I some Russian using ASLA. We got 
through 16 nouns and 14 verb phrases  
 
 
 
  



April 3, 2023. Monday Class 19. I decided to begin class with cognition of pluralized sentences 
and prepositional phrases. Some of the sentences said were, two men are standing in from of 
two trucks. A Native woman is holding her baby sleeping in a cradleboard. A person is 
holding an egg. Twin infants are sleeping. During the exercise, I introduced the question, “how 
many?” This allowed me to teach and reinforce the use of numbers when describing animate and 
inanimate items in combination with a cognition exercise. One of the questions was “How many 
men are standing in front of that airplane”? At the beginning of class I introduced the concept 
of racing. Having learned the word, allowed me to ask, how many children are racing against each 
other? I cognitively moved students through 75-80 sentences. After 29 minutes students then had 
to go over what they were able to say on their own in Arapaho of the sentences learned. One of 
my concerns is that it takes students much longer to say things in Arapaho on their own then what 
students were able to get through in earlier years. This may be due to there being more language 
material the class is learning than what students learned in earlier years.{In the last six minutes of 
class, we reviewed the rhyme. Students received 50 minutes of language instruction with this class. 
 
 


