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GRA Support: what it is and how it got started

On-campus MPH-CHPS
• Full-time students
• Out-of-state applicants
• Recruitment challenges

Conversation: 
Damian + Kari in 2022

Ali Manuel, a graduate student from the University of Montana’s MPH-
CHPS is taking on a project to help mitigate Fort Benton's mosquito 
populations by increasing bat habitats
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Cost of Attendance per AY: ~ $35K – $60K

https://www.umt.edu/finaid/cost-of-attendance/graduate-COA/default.php
https://www.umt.edu/public-community-health-sciences/graduate/general-information.php

Course and Online Learning Fees
12 credits : $4,968
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Costs and 
Benefits

MCCHD Cost & Benefits Student Benefit

Contract: $22K/AY Stipend: $10,000/AY

Half-time student effort 
to meet HD needs

Tuition paid

Opportunity to apply 
coursework to projects

Program fees paid

Opportunity for capstone 
placements in second 
year

Combines with financial 
aid

Potential future MCCHD 
employee

Awesome experience 
MCCHD
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UM’s Perspective

Benefits
• Commitment upon admission
• Increase enrollment 
• Replicable
• Linkages with MCCHD
• Expand opportunity for 

capstones 
• Supports AHD

Challenges
• Time to set up
• Contracting at MCCHD & UM
• Stipend may not be competitive
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MCCHD’s 
Perspective

Benefits
• High-quality data to inform 

services

• Evaluation of program and 
services

• High-quality data available to 
the public

• Training public health 
researchers

Challenges
• Cost/Funding

• Aligning research interests 
and practice

• Capacity for staff 
participation
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New ideas for student engagement

• Pair (10 minutes)
• 1 MCCHD + 1 UM
• Brainstorm needs and ideas
• Record on Google Doc as you go

• Share (5 minutes)
• Pair describes 1 promising idea 

with the group

http://missoula.co/ahd
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