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KAREN BROWN
Host & Principal Scientist
L.S. Skaggs Institute for Health Innovation

We invite you to join us for the third
annual Pathways Symposium, hosted by
the L.S. Skaggs Institute for Health
Innovation (SIHI) as we convene rural and
tribal community leaders, healthcare
providers, and industry representatives to
build pathways for access to clinical trials
across rural and tribal communities.

Why join us
Hosted on the Flathead Reservation in Northwestern Montana
Two full days of sessions focused on community needs, research priorities, and in-
depth discussions on navigating tribal governance and research approvals
Key attendees (2023: 122 attendees; 2024: 107) include local, state, and tribal
community and healthcare leaders, Montana clinicians and research site leads
conducting or interested in conducting industry-sponsored clinical trials, and regional
clinical research partners
1:1 networking with rural and tribal community leaders and healthcare providers
interested in clinical trials in our NEW Matchmaking Session for Sponsors 
In previous years, representatives from Amgen, Boehringer Ingelheim, Eli Lilly and
Company, Genentech, Moderna, PCM Trials, Regeneron, Seagen (acq) attended to
begin building relationships with community and healthcare leaders

“I found this conference very informative.  It opened my eyes to the
challenges American Indians face when accessing healthcare and being

represented in clinical trials.  I learned a lot about how trust has been
broken, the need to let a relationship develop over time, and to respect the

American Indian culture and pace.  I felt I gained a lot of understanding
about what has—or has not—worked in the past.”



Why Sponsor
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Background
A concerted effort to develop processes for clinical trial site activation beyond metropolitan
areas to rural, community practice settings, and minority-serving physicians is required.
Patients in rural and tribal communities have historically been the last to gain access to
emerging healthcare innovations, have less accessible medical care, and suffer from a higher
burden of chronic disease. These characteristics and the absence of an academic medical
center in Montana have created a research-naïve population. 

Between 2015-2019, only 158 participants
in clinical trials conducted to support new
molecular entities and original biologics
were in Montana. These numbers were
similar in states with corresponding
populations: Alaska (7), North Dakota (102),
and Wyoming (0). 

Throughout the industry, Montana is
labeled as white space. Yet as home to 12
American Indian tribes, Montana health
systems support a diverse, underserved
population.

At SIHI, we're bridging this gap.

Increase representation of rural and tribal populations in clinical research, address
Montana’s limited clinical trial participation, and combat the inadequate diffusion of
health innovation to rural areas

Participate in SIHI's efforts to promote access to care and broader health initiatives in
rural and tribal communities

Support a community-focused approach for developing partnerships and promoting
inclusive research to address health inequities

Join an intimate gathering primed for ample networking opportunities which include
our NEW Matchmaking Session, breakout sessions in roundtables, and open
networking timeslots to interact with local community leaders and healthcare
providers interested in expanding access to clinical trials



About the Institute
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Strategy Goals Success
Engage the community in

open dialogue around
regional approaches to

promote research
capacity, partnerships

with local health systems
and providers, and
innovative delivery

models

Foster relationships
between key industry and

academic stakeholders
and rural and tribal

communities to develop
sustainable partnerships

and promote clinical
research access across the

state

Inform the development
of frameworks for clinical

trials in rural and tribal
settings, develop

innovative methods to
build research capacity,
and share best practices
as a blueprint for other

regions.

Pathways Symposium aims to give a voice to patients in rural and tribal communities
affected by lack of access to clinical trials and emerging health innovations by bringing
together community leaders, healthcare providers, and industry representatives to
explore innovative solutions to clinical trial access. 

SIHI is an Institute within the University of Montana College of Health with a mission to
advance health through leadership in education, research, and clinical services,
partnering with communities to promote access to emerging health innovations. SIHI
has a longstanding history of partnering with rural and tribal communities, and leverages
a network of health system partners to serve as a center of clinical and research
expertise in a state without an academic medical center.



Meet Our Team
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Erica Woodahl, PhD
Professor & Director
Dr. Woodahl has led research teams in Montana and the Pacific Northwest conducting
precision medicine and pharmacogenomics research in partnership with rural and tribal
communities for over 17 years. 

Her research has ranged from pharmacogenomics discovery projects to inform research in
various therapeutic areas to qualitative research on the unique concerns that rural and tribal
communities have towards precision medicine research. Dr. Woodahl's team uses community-
based participatory research to ensure equitable access to precision medicine research, to
understand community priorities for research, and to develop ethical frameworks for research
with underserved communities. 

Karen Brown, PharmD
Principal Scientist
Dr. Brown has conducted research in partnership with rural and tribal communities for over
seven years. She uses her broad-based experience in federal and industry-funded clinical
programs across pharmaceuticals, medical devices, and diagnostic products to bridge the gap
between industry and academic centers and support rural, community-based practitioners and
their patients participating in clinical trials across the state.

Dr. Brown engages underrepresented communities to develop a comprehensive
understanding of the barriers that impede clinical trial participation in rural and tribal areas,
with the ultimate goal of making health innovations more widely accessible for all people.



Event Schedule

06

We will kick-off a full day of educational sessions on Tuesday morning, followed by an
evening reception. Wednesday will include educational sessions, breakout discussions, and
a NEW curated Matchmaking Session for industry sponsors to connect with community
leaders and clinicians 1:1. Breakfast and lunch are served onsite during the symposium.

Thursday, October 17, 2024Tuesday, October 14, 2025
Breakfast & Session begins at 8:00 AM MDT

Key Topics:

— Disparities across communities

— Cultural considerations in tribal communities

— Tribal governance and health systems

Reception & Industry Exhibits at 5:00 PM MDT

Breakfast & Session begins at 8:00 AM MDT

Key Topics:

— Patient journey & insights

— Clinical researcher journey & insights

— Investigator journey & insights

— Matchmaking Session

End of Symposium at 5:00 PM MDT

Wednesday, October 15, 2025

Detailed agenda to follow.



PLATINUMDIAMOND (LIMIT:  4)
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Packages
Along with the opportunity to connect directly
with rural and tribal communities interested in
clinical trials, we are thrilled to offer our
sponsors the following benefits: 

GOLD

Unlimited

Onsite signage and display area

Promotional video to be played
during conference*

Opt-in attendee list

Complimentary registrations 5 2

$3,000$10,000$20,000

Formal Value Impact Report

15-minute keynote opportunity

Logo on event print materials

Website recognition

*Pending symposium staff review and approval.

Matchmaking Session Meetings

Secure your sponsorship package by Friday, April 11th to receive a 5% discount.

Guaranteed As available



THANK YOU FOR YOUR
PARTNERSHIP & SUPPORT OF
THE PATHWAYS SYMPOSIUM!

CONTACT INFORMATION

Karen Brown
32 Campus Drive
Skaggs Building 477
Missoula, MT 59812
karen.brown@mso.umt.edu
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