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	What's Up – A Newsletter from the UM School of Social Work

	A Message from the Incoming Chair of the School of Social Work 
By Sarah Reese
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Dr. Sarah Reese
UMSSW Students,
Hello! I’m writing to introduce myself as the incoming Chair of the School of Social Work. I know many of you and am looking forward to getting to know many more as I assume this new role. I’d like to provide a little information about my background and my hopes for the SSW.
I am originally from West Tennessee, and I completed my BSW and MSW at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. My career began in a crisis stabilization unit, where I worked with individuals in acute distress due to mental health and substance use issues. This experience highlighted the need to address root causes of these problems, leading me to work in rural Appalachia with families facing intergenerational poverty and the opioid epidemic. I completed a PhD in Social Work at the University of Utah, focusing on intervention strategies for substance use disorder, with a focus on the perinatal period. These experiences have enabled me to engage in implementation and community-based research in Montana over the past five years. I look forward to drawing on these experiences as I step into this new role.
I am assuming the role of Chair in a time of uncertainty. I have received many questions about how recent executive orders and federal and state policies may impact you as students and the School of Social Work more generally. I want to acknowledge that many of you are experiencing profound grief and fear – especially those of you who are members of marginalized communities. The NASW Code of Ethics provides guidance for us in how we, as social workers, can respond to these policies. We will navigate this together, drawing on the lessons from those who came before us. The Council on Social Work Education is releasing statements periodically here and the University of Montana will release communications periodically, found here. 
I want to assure you that our mission and program content remain unchanged. I am dedicated to supporting you in completing your program and preparing you to engage in practice that acknowledges and responds to the diverse needs of our clients and communities, which have been shaped by their lived experiences, identities, and access to resources. In my role as Chair, I hope to contribute to a professional social work community that advocates for a just and fair society and values the dignity and worth of all individuals.
Along with others, I am working with University leadership to understand and respond to developments as they arise. I want to acknowledge that is hard to sit in the many unknowns. Things are changing rapidly, so please don’t hesitate to reach out for more information. My door is open, and you can certainly reach out to me with questions or concerns in person or by phone or email. 
Take care!
Sarah Reese, PhD, LCSW
	 


Resources for Students to Explore 
· ASUM (Associated Students of the University of Montana) 
· ASUM Legal:  
· Their Instagram account has information about the potential impact of the executive orders on students. 
· If you think you may be impacted, stop by the ASUM Legal office in UC #116 or schedule an appointment by calling (406) 243-6213 or emailing asumlegal@mso.umt.edu. 
· OCHE (the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education) and MUS (the Montana University System) are posting a “Legislative Week in Review” each week on the MUS website here: https://www.mus.edu/che/grc/legislative-update.html. They give a good overview of legislation impacting UM and the UM community. 
· Follow this link to see all of President Trump’s Executive Orders since taking office: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/ 
	 


Democracy Summit
9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Thursday, April 24, UC Ballroom
Join us for a campus-wide democracy summit co-hosted by UM’s Co-Lab for Civic Imagination and The Mansfield Center. Enjoy student-led activities, faculty insights, and creative dialogues across multiple locations, ending with "Making Democracy Work", a lecture by Robert Putnam.  While most events will happen in-person, the lecture by Robert Putnam will be streamed, see link for more information.  
	 


School of Social Work Faculty Present at XLi MUS Distance Learning Conference
By Logan Cook
Clinical Assistant Professor, Logan Cook and Assistant Professor, Hannah Knipp presented at the XLi MUS Distance Learning Conference on Monday, April 14th. Their presentation, titled Creating Quality Simulated Practice Opportunities for Online Social Work Students, covered how the UM - School of Social Work has created opportunities for equitable clinical simulations for distance students, while providing mental health support to undergraduate participants.
They focused on the simulated practice assignments that are part of the SW 535 – Advanced Integrated Practice and sought to share their experience and lessons learned with other professional programs which are responsible for preparing students to enter the workforce ready to practice in an ethical and competent manner.
	 


NASW Montana Legislative Priorities – 2025 Session Recap
By Nathan Stahley, Executive Director of NASW-MT 
Heading into the 2025 legislative session, NASW-MT focused on three main goals:
1. Pass the Social Work Interstate Compact to expand access to services, enable multistate practice, support military families, and enhance telehealth options. 
1. Protect and maintain Medicaid access to ensure Montanans can receive essential healthcare. 
1. Increase engagement and advocacy by staying active throughout the session and mobilizing members to take timely action aligned with our Code of Ethics. 
Social Work Interstate Compact 
Over a year of preparation went into advancing the Social Work Compact in our state. With strong stakeholder engagement and a committed sponsor (Sen. Emma Kerr-Carpenter), we were well-positioned—but the bill was tabled in the Senate committee. Despite the setback, we gained valuable insight and laid groundwork for future success in 2027, including identifying new sponsors and focusing on interim education and outreach to legislators. 
Medicaid Expansion 
NASW-MT actively engaged in key Medicaid-related legislation. We prioritized attendance and testimony at critical hearings, ensuring the social work perspective was heard. The passage of HB 245 (sponsored by Sen. Ed Buttrey) preserved Medicaid expansion—an important win for health access in Montana. 
Increased Presence & Action 
This session marked a big step forward in advocacy capacity. We hired a lobbyist, activated an Action Alert System (thanks to our practicum student), and held weekly policy meetings with a dedicated group of volunteers. Together, we tracked bills, crafted ethics-aligned positions, and mobilized our network effectively. 
Looking Ahead 
Thank you to everyone who participated in this session! We’ll stay engaged during the interim and continue monthly Policy Committee meetings as we prepare for 2027. 
	 


Graduation Information: Social Work Graduation Ceremony 
Date: May 9th, 2025 
Location: Dennison Theatre 
Time: 4:00 PM MST 
	 


UM Conference on Undergraduate Research (UMCUR) 
By Dr. Hannah Knipp
Please consider attending UMCUR, which showcases student research, creative scholarship, and experiential-learning projects on Friday, April 25th. Innovative projects by many of our own BSW students will be showcased at this event. Visit this website for more information: https://grizhub.umt.edu/event/10499375
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