
 

  

  
Montana ICWA:  
The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), a federal law which seeks to protect tribal 
sovereignty and preserve American Indian and Alaska Native families involved in state 
child welfare systems, is under review by the Supreme Court of the United States 
(SCOTUS). In November of 2023, SCOTUS heard oral arguments that questioned 
whether placement preference violates equal protection and whether requirements for 
active efforts, expert witness, and recordkeeping violate the Tenth Amendment. In 
response to the ongoing threat to ICWA, several states have codified their own ICWA laws 
to uphold the protections ICWA provides. HB 317 is currently before the Montana 
legislature and if passed would likewise codify the tenants of ICWA into Montana Code 
Annotated. Check out Turtle Talk, a blog on legal issues throughout Indian Country for a 
comprehensive list of active and pending state ICWA laws. 

 
 
Protect Our LGBTQIA2S Friends and Family Members! 
 
Senate Bill 99, carried by Sen. John Fuller, would harm current and future trans, non-
binary and two-spirit youth by taking away their access to lifesaving, gender-affirming 
healthcare including hormone blockers and hormone replacement. This is especially harmful 
to social workers as we would be banned from discussing pronouns or social transitions with 
youth in MT.  This bill has passed the full senate and house and will go back to the senate 
for final approval (because of amendments).  Please make your voice heard. 
 
 
Senate Bill 458, carried by Sen. Carl Glimm, would “define sex in Montana law” in a 
way that erases intersex people from the legal code, strips anti-discrimination protections 
away from intersex, trans, nonbinary, and Two Spirit people, prevents people from 

What’s Up – A Newsletter from the UM School of Social Work 
Welcome to your monthly email from the University of Montana School of Social Work. We will 
highlight different happenings in our school and the social work field each month. We want to 
create a sense of connection and understanding of the many beautiful things happening at your 
school. 

Advocacy Spotlight: 
 
Social Work Students – Advocate! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.supremecourt.gov%2Foral_arguments%2Faudio%2F2022%2F21-376&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7C7ffd391dfad6436fb60c08db168d6991%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638128568847118334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=scLt0%2FZOaaToFC6r01a5rRlTI9ZOD0V%2BxSkXqpRu6CY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flaws.leg.mt.gov%2Flegprd%2FLAW0210W%24BSIV.ActionQuery%3FP_BILL_NO1%3D317%26P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD%3DHB%26Z_ACTION%3DFind%26P_SESS%3D20231&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7C7ffd391dfad6436fb60c08db168d6991%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638128568847118334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bkq0tL0ggxSj4RcwlvZwaFoVdpzR0ySxYWFmSTDNZw0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fturtletalk.blog%2Ficwa%2Fcomprehensive-state-icwa-laws%2F&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7C7ffd391dfad6436fb60c08db168d6991%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638128568847274553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p67krfD%2Fzv2ygVoCUMuFb%2Fmx15quyHzehmzLO%2FAfmXk%3D&reserved=0
https://click.everyaction.com/k/60172601/396264878/13789296?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVjAwMS8xLzI2MjcwIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjkxYTJkZjY3LThiYzItZWQxMS1hOGUwLTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYW1hbmRhX2NhaGlsbEB5YWhvby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=KmEEAqkiHeihdE8A8iQR_SGx1MWxWzYoh6FfQnMY19o=&emci=dad92196-07c2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=91a2df67-8bc2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=360445
https://click.everyaction.com/k/60172602/396264879/13789296?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVjAwMS8xLzI2MjcwIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjkxYTJkZjY3LThiYzItZWQxMS1hOGUwLTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYW1hbmRhX2NhaGlsbEB5YWhvby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=KmEEAqkiHeihdE8A8iQR_SGx1MWxWzYoh6FfQnMY19o=&emci=dad92196-07c2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=91a2df67-8bc2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=360445
https://click.everyaction.com/k/60172600/396264877/297112343?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVjAwMS8xLzI2MjcwIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjkxYTJkZjY3LThiYzItZWQxMS1hOGUwLTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYW1hbmRhX2NhaGlsbEB5YWhvby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=KmEEAqkiHeihdE8A8iQR_SGx1MWxWzYoh6FfQnMY19o=&emci=dad92196-07c2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=91a2df67-8bc2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=360445
https://www.umt.edu/social-work/


receiving documentation that reflects their gender, and inserts a harmful and biologically 
inaccurate definition of "sex" into Montana law.  
  
Please send a message to your Representative via this online form or the 
Capitol Switch Board at 406-444-4800 and let them know how you feel about SB 458 and 
SB 99. 

 
 Other legislation to watch: NASW Montana Bill List 

https://click.everyaction.com/k/60172603/396264880/1940765041?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9BVi9BVjAwMS8xLzI2MjcwIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjkxYTJkZjY3LThiYzItZWQxMS1hOGUwLTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiYW1hbmRhX2NhaGlsbEB5YWhvby5jb20iDQp9&hmac=KmEEAqkiHeihdE8A8iQR_SGx1MWxWzYoh6FfQnMY19o=&emci=dad92196-07c2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&emdi=91a2df67-8bc2-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811&ceid=360445
https://naswmt.socialworkers.org/Advocacy/Social-Action-and-Policy


   
 
   
 
 

Research Corner: 

Our own Dr. Jessica Liddell recently published the following two research 
articles:  

 
  

Liddell, J. L. (2023). Birth Control Access Experiences of Indigenous Women in the 
United States Gulf Coast. Women’s Studies International Forum, 96, 
110.  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2022.102667 
 

  
Liddell, J. L., *Kington, S.G., & McKinley, C. E. (2022). “We Live in a Very Toxic 
World": Changing Environmental Landscapes and Indigenous Food Sovereignty. Studies 
in Social Justice, 16(3), 571-590. 
https://doi.org/10.26522/ssj.v16i3.2746 

 
 

BSW Information:  

 

Faculty News: 

Assistant Professor and In-person MSW Program Lead, Jen Molloy, PhD, MSW, is serving as 
the lead evaluator on a $3 million-dollar Health Resource and Service Administration (HRSA) 
grant awarded to the Center for Children, Families and Workforce Development to develop the 
Community Health Worker Training Program. This grant leverages a partnership with the newly 
created UM Office of Health and Partnership (OHRP) and the UM School of Public Health and 
Community Health Sciences. Community health workers provide a valuable contribution to the 
workforce, and the Community Health Worker Training Program will bolster this growing 
workforce to directly address health disparities, improve access to social services and healthcare, 
and increase community capacity.  Congratulations Dr. Molloy! 

 
 

  

 
Warmly, 
  
Amanda Cahill 
MSW Director 
Clinical Assistant Professor 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1016%2Fj.wsif.2022.102667&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7C0a4dcc980d2946b3ffac08db0bc1ce8f%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638116699236488996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=36XIV9Yuk6gzjt0y6dFRfzW0uTcRB0ItuWKsyXpUXwk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.26522%2Fssj.v16i3.2746&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7C0a4dcc980d2946b3ffac08db0bc1ce8f%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638116699236488996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ES76S6U%2F%2BSBxw75vVxxTbPdxa0IyN%2BrBB1Z7HfMcz4w%3D&reserved=0


amanda.cahill@mso.umt.edu 
 

  

             
  

 
 

mailto:amanda.cahill@mso.umt.edu
https://www.umt.edu/social-work/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fumtssw&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7Ce8b7fea5b5cd4efd690108daf9954cd3%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638096716890921321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=29pPmYoaMEakMR2IhzpVYfqoRPKUbtRtsxqJOGgLduM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fumontanassw%2F&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.cahill%40mso.umt.edu%7Ce8b7fea5b5cd4efd690108daf9954cd3%7C68407ce503da49ffaf0a724be0d37c9d%7C0%7C0%7C638096716890921321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3vT7bJMRCHk3Uszoz3YJyDBN3su77cIfgAI7Qley9gE%3D&reserved=0


 


