HB 602   
During the 2009 biennial legislative session, the legislature passed HB602, AN ACT REVISING PROVISIONS ON THE USE OF STATE-OWNED VEHICLES; ESTABLISHING RESTRICTIONS ON COMMUTING FROM AN EMPLOYEE'S RESIDENCE TO A WORKSITE; AMENDING SECTION 2-17-411, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.   The Risk Management & Tort Defense Division has received many questions about how the provisions of HB602 will be implemented.
Background
HB602 specifically addresses appropriate uses of state vehicles for state employees who commute between their residences and places of employment. 
HB 602 Provisions
1) HB 602 prohibits the use of a state-owned vehicle to commute between a state employee's residence and a worksite that is more than 30 miles from the employee's residence under any circumstance unless that use is authorized by the employee's department director pursuant to rules adopted under 2-17-424, the rationale for the exception is documented in a memorandum or letter signed by the employee's department director and kept on file with the agency head, and a copy of the letter or memorandum is sent to the governor.
(2) HB 602 restricts the use of a state-owned vehicle to commute from the employee's residence to the employee's worksite if the commute is less than 30 miles unless the employee is required to be on call for quick response to an emergency that threatens life or property, on-call duty is a specifically identified duty in the employee's position description, and the employees in the position have frequently responded to emergency calls in the past 6 months. Any exception and the rationale for the exception must be documented in a memorandum or letter signed by the employee's department director and kept on file with the agency head. A copy of the letter or memorandum must be sent to the governor.
(3) HB 602 does not apply to i) a psychiatrist employed by the Department of Corrections and assigned to the Montana State Prison; ii) when the vehicle is, in effect, the employee's worksite; (iii) when 24-hour use of a state-owned vehicle is specifically authorized by law for an elected or appointed state official; and iv) when the use of the vehicle is considered part of the official's compensation package.
Conclusion
Departments will need to complete an assessment of who is using state-owned vehicles to commute and whether the use meets the requirements of the law.  For every employee who is authorized to use a state vehicle to commute, the Department Director must prepare a memo or letter of authorization with rationale. A copy of each memo or letter is to be sent to the Governor’s Office. Under the bill, DOA is authorized to adopt rules regarding use of vehicles for commutes greater than 30 miles. Under current law, DOA is authorized to adopt rules generally, regarding this subject (2-17-424, MCA). The Department of Administration will make a determination about whether to adopt rules or not and will provide additional clarification regarding implementation of the provisions of HB602.  
